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INSTITUTION Name  Course with pure 

African  focus 
Courses with 
comparative 
perspectives on Africa 

COMMENTS Contact details/email 

Australian Catholic 
University 

Dr. Jean Burke N/A n/a Jean Burke is a lecturer in Social Work. Her 
research interests include:  
HIV and infant feeding in East Africa; Swahili usage 
by Australian Africans; and media coverage of 
people with albinism in East Africa  
(Jean is the 2013-2014 AFSAAP executive 
member). 

Jean.Burke@acu.edu.au 
 
 

Australian National 
University 

Dr Janine Ubink 
(Visiting Lecturer) 

Law and 
Governance in 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa 
(LAWS8071)  
(College of Law) 

N/A Janine Ubink is a senior lecturer at the Van 
Vollenhoven Institute, and from the fall of 2013 
also a faculty member at the University of 
California Irvine’s Law School – where she is based. 
Janine’s research centers around African law, with 
a primary focus on customary law; traditional 
courts and leaders; land tenure; legal 
anthropology; and legal empowerment. Her 
regional focus is on Africa.  

j.ubink@law.leidenuniv.nl 

Rebecca Monson Course Convenor 
of LAWS 
8071(Law and 
Governance in 
Sub-Saharan 
Africa) 

N/A Research interests center on property, political 
ecology, legal geography, post-colonial legal theory 
and feminist legal theory. She is particularly 
interested in the intersection of state and 
customary legal systems in (post)colonial societies.  

Rebecca.monson@anu.edu.au  
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David Lucas n/a N/A Adjunct Associate Professor Lucas is a 
demographer and has taught in various African 
universities. His research areas include: Africans in 
Australia and South African migrants in Australia 
and New Zealand. He also writes on responsible 
and ethical mining practices in Africa. He is the key 
contact person of the ANU Africa Network 
(http://africanetwork.weblogs.anu.edu.au/sample-
page/), Lucas is one of the founding members of 
AFSAAP and is a Past-President of AFSAAP.  

david.lucas@anu.edu.au  

Margaret 
O’Callaghan 

n/a n/a Visiting Fellow in the Crawford School, currently 
working on a research project which looks at local 
Zambian NGOs perspectives around Alternative 
Mining Indaba in Ndola, and North Western 
province. Working on a book project documenting 
the socio-economic impact of the current mining 
boom in Zambia.   

margaret.ocallaghan@anu.edu.au 

Dr. Takele Soboka 
Bulto  
(Non-resident 
fellow at RegNet 
and Uni of 
Canberra) 

N/A N/A Primary research interests pertaining to Africa are 
Human Rights, and the ‘Human Right to Water’.  
Other areas include:  
Access to justice; Constitutional law; natural 
resources law; Legal institutions (incl. courts and 
justice systems); Family law; International law 
(excl. international trade law).  

takele.bulto@uwa.edu.au 

Dr. Martine 
Mariotti 

N/A N/A Areas of research include: Economic History of 
South Africa, and Economic Development and 
Growth.  

martine.mariotti@anu.edu.au 
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Dr. Helen Suich 
Research Fellow 
 

N/A N/A Current research involves the history and impact of 
rainfed agriculture in South Africa.  

helen.suich@anu.edu.au 

Dr. Yohannes Kinfu  
 
 

N/A N/A Focus of research:  
Demography, Health Economics, Health 
Information Systems, and Biostatistics.  
Currently researching Population, Family Planning 
and reproductive Health of the poor in Sub-
Saharan Africa; Affordable Medicines, Tuberculosis 
and AIDS treatment (Kenya focused).  

yohannes.kinfu@anu.edu.au 

Mr. Atem Atem N/A N/A PhD Candidate 
Thesis: “Settlement experiences of the Sudanese 
refugees in Australia.”  
Former PG Representative on the AFSAAP 
Executive committee (2010-2011) 

Atem.atem@anu.edu.au 
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Christina Kenny N/A N/A PhD Candidate 
Thesis: “Legal and cultural frameworks of consent 
– an examination of the sexual experiences of 
Kenyan women in a new constitution age’.  
Christina is the 2014 AFSAAP Executive Secretary.  

Christina.kenny@anu.edu.au  

Bond University Dr R. James 
Ferguson    
 

N/A Alternative 
Globalisations (INTR13-
310) 
 
This subject examines 
alternative formulations 
of international relations 
and the global system. It 
explores new ways to 
meet the crises and 
challenges of the 21st 
century. The main 
themes of the subject 
are explored through a 
case study approach, 
with examples drawn 
from the Asia-Pacific, 
Europe, Latin America 
and Africa. 

Ferguson’s main research areas include: The rise of 
China and Global Order.  
 
 

jferguso@bond.edu.au 
 

Dr Caitlin Byrne    
 

 • Global Institutions 
and Political 
Conciliation 
(INTR71-206) 

 
This subject examines 
how institutions such as 
the United Nations (UN), 

Byrne’s research interests include: Public 
Diplomacy and Australian Foreign Policy;  
And People-to-People Links in diplomatic practice 

caibyrne@bond.edu.au 
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NATO, the OSCE, African 
Union (AU), ASEAN, and 
the International 
Criminal Court cooperate 
and conflict in the 
globalised 21st century 
political community. 

 
Central 
Queensland 
University 

N/A N/A N/A  N/A N/A 

Charles Darwin 
University 

Ms. Susana Akua 
Saffu  
(PhD Student and 
lecturer in the 
Batchelor Institute 
of Indigenous 
Tertiary Education) 

N/A  Saffu’s research interests include:  
Migration, education and social capital; Education 
for diverse and marginalised communities; 
Education and Empowerment; Challenges faced by 
African-Australian women. She won the AFSAAP 
postgraduate Essay Prize in the past.  

susana.saffu@batchelor.edu.au   
 

Alan Powell  
Course convenor 

n/a War and Peace in World 
History (L-HST220). 
Ccourse description:  
War is a central feature 
of human history. But 
why? War and Peace in 
World History looks at 
the ways in which issues 
of war and peace are 
shaped by specific 
cultural and historical 
conditions that can only 
be understood in a 
broader international 
context. While war is 
often viewed purely in 
terms of military 
strategy, it also always 
depends on social, 

Emeritus Professor Powell’s research interests are 
in Classical History and Northern Territory History, 
and World War II History 

Alan.powell@cdu.edu.au  

5 
 

mailto:susana.saffu@batchelor.edu.au
mailto:Alan.powell@cdu.edu.au


economic and cultural 
contexts for its meaning 
and practice. This unit 
explores the changing 
relationships over time, 
between 
understandings, 
practices and 
experiences of war. It 
also examines the 
practice of peace-making 
? how have societies and 
cultures sought to create 
peace? What might a 
history of peace-making 
look like? Our travels will 
take us from Ancient 
Greece and Rome 
through to the `war on 
terror?. In between, we 
explore the early 
modern world, colonial 
empires, South Africa, 
the United States, Japan, 
Vietnam, New Zealand 
and Australia. This unit 
offers an opportunity to 
consider the centrality of 
war to human history 
(and the social and 
cultural ramifications of 
this) as well as providing 
a solid grounding in the 
discipline of world 
history. 
  

 Dan Baschiera 
(Course 

 Integrated Methods of 
Humanitarian Action and 

Dan’s research interests include: Climate Change, 
Humanitarianism and Emergency Management.  

dan.baschiera@cdu.edu.au  
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Curtin University 

(Adjunct) Prof. 
Cherry Gertzel.  

N/A N/A Retired Professor Cherry Gertzel 
specialises in Africa, Famine, Politics 
(development) and Third World 
Development.  
Gertzel was previously at Flinders 
University where she taught African 
History. She was also a founding 
member of AFSAAP and the Editor of the 

Now retired 

Coordinator) Community 
Studies(HCS365). This 
course places students in 
humanitarian agencies, 
some of which working 
in/on Africa. The 
objective of this unit is 
to provide the student 
with individual 
development of a 
professional self and 
practice framework in 
humanitarian 
environments of 
uncertainty, cross 
cultural stress and chaos. 

Charles Sturt 
University 

Dr. Ndungi Wa 
Mungai 

N/A N/A While Mungai is said to teach ‘Social Work’, there’s 
no specific mention of African Studies, though his 
research projects and publications have a heavy 
African focus.  
 

nmungai@csu.edu.au  
 

Dr Kiprono Langat N/A N/A Research interests include: Rural teacher 
education and school(ing) practice;  Curriculum 
area literacies; International education ;   
Rethinking social change and sustainability 
(Indigenous Australian and Kenyan education 
contexts) ;   Refugee studies.  
 
Kiprono is an AFSAAP member 

 

kalangat@csu.edu.au  
 
 
 

 

7 
 

mailto:nmungai@csu.edu.au
mailto:kalangat@csu.edu.au


African Studies Review and Newsletter, 
then the Australasian Review of African 
Studies  

Associate Prof. Joan 
Wardop 

 N/A N/A Wardop has published many articles and 
papers on South Africa (masculinities, 
segregation, gender, politics, crime) and 
is also on the Editorial Board of the 
Australasian Review of African studies. 

J.Wardrop@curtin.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Deakin University 

 
Dr. Sam Balaton-
Chrimes 

N/A  Balaton-Chrimes’ projects include:  
“Better free, prior and informed 
consent: lessons from the Kenya Slum 
Upgrading project” and an upcoming 
publication (2014): “Ethnicity and 
Political Marginalisation in Kenya: 
Citizenship and its deficits” Sam is 
former AFSAAP secretary (2012-2013).  

sam.b@deakin.edu.au  

 Dr Ruth Ethel 
Jackson 
Research Fellow 

n/a n/a Jackson’s research Interests:  
Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health 
services in Rural and Pastoralist Ethiopia 

r.jackson@deakin.edu.au  
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 Dr Getnet Bitew 
 
 

n/a n/a (currently based at the University of 
Hiramaya, Ethiopia); Bitew has published 
on:  
Ethiopian-Australian students 
experience of secondary schooling in the 
Australian education system in the state 
of Victoria; and Parental support for 
African Immigrant students’ Schooling in 
Australia 

getnetdb@yahoo.com   or    
getnetdemissie@hotmail.com 

 
Edith Cowan 
University 

 
Associate Prof. 
Trevor Cullen 

 
N/A 

N/A Cullen has Interest and in media 
coverage of HIV/AIDS stems from 
a ten-year period in Malawi (1981-
1991), when he worked as a 
missionary, lecturer and 
broadcaster.  
Cullen is a member of 
International AIDS Society (IAS). 

 
 t.cullen@ecu.edu.au  

Dr David Robinson n/a n/a Research Interests:  
USA Policy and Perspectives on 
the Independence Struggle and 
Post Colonial State in 
Mozambique.  
David was former PG Rep for 
AFSAAP.  

d.robinson@ecu.edu.au  

Dr. Yvonne Haig  n/a n/a Haig’s main research area is 
Education/Literacy. She has also 
written a few publications on 
African Refugees.  
One of her papers is: Addressing 
the educational challenges faced 
by African refugee background 
students 

y.haig@ecu.edu.au    
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Flinders University Dr Tanya Lyons Africa on a Global Stage 
(INTR2008) 
 This topic examines the key 
issues in African International 
relations with a focus on how 
Africa is positioned globally, 
its political history and its 
prospects for the future. 
Themes covered include 
colonialism, decolonisation, 
post-colonialism, political 
independence, and 
globalisation.  
 

  Senior Lecturer, President of 
AFSAAP (since 2012-) and Editor 
of the Australasian Review of 
African Studies; Chair - Australia-
Africa University Network 
Consultative Group; Chair - Africa 
Interest Group.  
She specialises in teaching African 
Political History.  She has co-
edited the books New 
Engagement: Contemporary 
Australian Foreign Policy Toward 
Africa(with David Mickler, 2013), 
and  South Sudanese Diaspora in 
Australia and New Zealand: 
Reconciling the Past with the 
Present (with Jay Marlowe and 
Anne Harris, 2013), and Africa on 
a Global Stage (with Gerry Pye, 
2006), and written chapters on 
"Australian Foreign Policy Toward 
Africa" (2012) and "The State of 
African Studies in Australia" (with 
Elizabeth Dimock, 2007). Dr. Lyons 
is the author of Guns and Guerrilla 
Girls: Women in the Zimbabwean 
Liberation Struggle (2004). 

tanya.lyons@flinders.edu.au  

  Africa: International 
Interventions (INTR3003) 
This topic examines the 
importance of International 
Interventions in Africa, 
focusing on International 
relations. Issues covered will 
include failed states, civil 
conflict, violence and 
genocide, foreign relations 
with Africa, in particular with 

  tanya.lyons@flinders.edu.au 
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China, Australia and the 
United States.  
 

 African Politics: Global Issues  
(INTR7008 and 9055) 
This topic examines the 
development of African 
Studies, with a focus on 
development, structural 
adjustment programs, 
international interventions 
with a case study on 
Australian Foreign Policy 
toward Africa. 
 
 

  tanya.lyons@flinders.edu.au 

 
 
 
Griffith University 

Prof. Roger RB 
Leakey 
(adjunct) 

N/A N/A  
• Area of interest is the 

development of 
sustainable and 
profitable landuse 
systems.  

• Research includes 
Domestication potential 
of Marula in South Africa 
and Namibia.  

 

 
rogerleakey@btinternet.com 

Nigel Stork   Nigel is a biologist with experience 
of working in many parts of the 
world including Africa. He has 
published 10 books and more 
than 150 papers. He has been a 
pioneer of the exploration of 
tropical forest canopies, first using 
knockdown insecticides, and more 
recently with canopy cranes, 
installing an industrial crane in the 
‘Daintree’ rainforest to assist 
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researchers study the forest 
canopy. His current research focus 
is on the magnitude of global 
species diversity and extinction 
rates.  

James Cook 
University 
 
 
 

A/Prof. David King N/A N/A Worked as a school teacher in the 
diamond fields of Sierra leone.  
Teaching areas include (though no 
mention of Africa): Social Impact 
Assessment: Environmental 
Management, Human Geography, 
Environmental Science and 
Management, Psychology.  

       david.king@jcu.edu.au 

Prof. Paul Dirks 
 

N/A N/A A passion for capacity building in 
Africa.  Founding director of the 
AfricaArray programme – 
develops an observational 
network across Sub-Sahara Africa 
aimed at enhancing knowledge of 
the tectonics and topography of 
the Africa plate. 
Worked/consulted for the mining 
industry for SRK-Zimbabwe and 
SRK-South Africa.  
 

 
paul.dirks@jcu.edu.au 

A/Prof Bruce 
Gummow 
 

N/A  
N/A 

Dual appointment with the 
University of Pretoria in South 
Africa, where he is recognised as a 
leading scientist by the National 
Research Foundation.  
Research interests in: 
Environmental epidemiology, risk 
and decision analysis, zoonotic 
diseases, and related 
epidemiological and public health 

bruce.gummow@jcu.edu.au 
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issues, with focus on Southern 
Africa. 

Victoria University Dr. Michael 
Spisto 

 

  Dr Spisto is a law lecturer and did 
his doctoral studies at 
Witwatersrand (SA). He was an 
Attorney at Law In South Africa. 

michael.spisto@vu.edu.au 

 
Dr Charles 
Mphande 

 
Contemporary Africa and 
Social Change (ASS5080) 

N/A • Mphande is a 
communication for 
development specialist, 
and applied linguist. 

• Received awards for 
excellence in work 
towards education of 
African-Australian’s.  

• Published research on 
African Language. 

Member of AFSAAP.  

Charles.mphande@vu.edu.au 

 
LaTrobe University 
 
 

Dr. Nicola Stern • African Archeology 
(ARC2AFR + 
ARC3AFR). 

• Genocides and the 
Holocaust: Europe, 
Asia, Africa 
(HIS2GAH + 
HIS3GAH) 

• Senior Lecturer, 
Postgraduate 
Coordinator 
(Archaeology).  

n.stern@latrobe.edu.au 
  

Dr. Andy I.R. 
Herries 

• N/A • N/A • Australian Research 
Fellow. 

• Work includes Cave 
Archaeology and 
Paleontology in South 
Africa. 

• Research in open 
landscapre research in 
Southern Africa and 
Kenya.  

a.herries@latrobe.edu.au 

Mr. Luke Benjamin 
Gahan 
 

N/A N/A • PhD Cadidate, Casual 
Lecturer and Tutor at the 
School of Public Health 

lukegahan@gmail.com 
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and Human Biosciences 
(Faculty of Health 
Sciences).  

• Member of the South 
African Sociological 
Association.  

• Research areas: 
Separation and Divorce, 
Same-sex parented 
families, 
Religion/Spirituality and 
LGBTIQ People.   

Elizabeth Dimock N/A  While Liz is a veteran in 
African issues, the 
LaTrobe website offers 
very little in terms of her 
profile. 
She was one of the 
founding members of 
AFSAAP, and member of 
the La Trobe Uni African 
Studies Research Centre 
with Prof David Dorward. 
She was AFSAAP’s 
Treasurer for many years. 
 

e.dimock@latrobe.edu.au 
 
 
 
 

  •  •   
Professor David 
DORWARD 

N/A  • He is an adjunct prof in 
the History department 
La Trobe Uni. hHe was a 
founding member of 
AFSAAP, and former 
AFSAAP President. He 
continues to provide 
commentary on Africa 
issues. 
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Dr. Trevor Edwards N/A • N/A • Lecturer, primarily in 
Botany (Faculty of 
Science, Technology and 
Engineering, School of 
Life Sciences).  

• Member of the South 
African Association of 
Botanists.  

• Honorary Professor at 
University of Kwazalu-
natal.  

trevor.edwards@latrobe.edu.au 
 

Dr Apollo Nsubuga-
Kyobe  
 

N/A N/A • Has been a spokesperson 
on matters of settling 
Sub-Sahara Africans in 
Victoria (also published 
research in this area).  

• Former Vice President of 
AFSAAP.  

• Teaches International 
Management, 
Organisational Change 
and Development. 

a.nsubuga-kyobe@latrobe.edu.au 

RMIT Dr Jonathan 
Makuwira 
 
 

Contemporary Africa 
(HUS02317) 

 
 

 

• Aid, Adjustment and 
Development (Third 
World focused) 
(HUSO2078). 

International NGOs, Civil 
Society and Development 
(HUSO2096).  

• Published material 
concerning Sub-Sahara 
Africa, African Politics, 
NGO’s, Third World 
Development. 

Makuwira is a former AFSAAP 
member 

jonathan.makuwira@rmit.edu.au 

Dr. Yaso Nadarajah Contemporary Africa 
(HUS02317). 

• N/A Course Coordinator for Gender 
Issues in Development, and for 
Field Projects (Both in Masters, 
international Development.  

• Executive member of the 
Globalism Research 
Centre.  

yaso.nadarajah@rmit.edu.au 
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 Dr. Peter Marden  N/A Governance and Democracy 
in Developing Countries 
(HUSO2073) 
 

Peter is the program director of 
the International Development 
Program. His research areas 
include: democracy and 
governance, public policy; 
Education policy and globalisation.  

peter.marden@rmit.edu.au 
 

Professor Jock  
McCullock 

N/A Health Issues in Development 
(HUSO2072). 

Jock has been an AFSAAP member 
in the past. 

jock.mcculloch@rmit.edu.au 

The University of 
Adelaide 
 
 
 

 
Dr Chika Anyanwu 

N/A N/A Taught at various universities in 
Nigeria.  
Research investigates the synergy 
of Western technology and 
Eastern Traditions to create an 
‘all-embracing’ global village. 
(Virtual African Diaspora, African 
Cinema).  
Teaching interests include Media 
Policy, Media Law, Digital 
Revolution.  
Chika is an  AFSAAP member 

 
chika.anyanwu@adelaide.edu.au 

Dr Judith Gomersall 
 

N/A N/A PhD in South Africa, Doctoral 
research on Child Poverty and 
Child Support in South Africa.; 
Worked at a senior level at the 
Institute of Democracy in South 
Africa with primary interest in 
child socio-economic rifts; 
Published many papers on the 
above topics.  

 
judith.gomersall@adelaide.edu.au 

Prof. Dorothy Driver N/A Haunted Histories: South 
African Writing (ENG2103).  

Part-time English and Creative 
Writing teacher at Adelaide Uni. 
Areas of research include gender 
and race in both pre/post 
Apartheid South Africa.  
 
  

dorothy.driver@adelaide.edu.au 
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Dr. Andrew Skuse N/A N/A Research focus: Anthropology 
and Development Studies. 
Currently actively researching 
and consulting in the Pacific, 
Nepal and South Africa, as well as 
for agencies such as AusAID, 
DFID, UNESCO and UNICEF.   

andrew.skuse@adelaide.edu.au 
 

 
The University of 
Melbourne 

Assoc Prof Simon 
Batterbury 

Africa: Environment, 
Development, People 
(GEOG30024) 
This subject introduces 
students to the physical 
environment, history and 
development challenges 
facing contemporary Sub-
Saharan Africa. Students 
examine in detail intellectual 
and ethical debates 
surrounding the strategies 
undertaken by postcolonial 
African states and the 
overseas development 
“industry” to tackle poverty, 
inequality, environmental 
change and the colonial 
legacy. Students will consider 
how Africa’s problems are 
portrayed and understood by 
the rest of the world. Topics 
may include: the physical 
environment and competing 
understandings of 
environmental change; the 
history and governance of the 
continent; regional case 
studies (West Africa and the 
D.R. Congo); agrarian 
transformations and rural 
livelihoods; development 

N/A Research areas:  
Political ecology of natural 
resource management, 
sustainable development and the 
environment, urban transport, 
West Africa, Asia-Pacific 
(Adaptation to climate change; 
Adaptation to climate change; 
Sustainable development and the 
environment; Bicycles and 
sustainable transport; 
Geography, area studies, 
environment and development 
paths; Agrarian change; Program 
Evaluation & Social Impact 
Assessment 
 

 
simonpjb@unimelb.edu.au  
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projects and rise of the NGO; 
military conflict and mineral 
wealth; hunger, famine, etc 

Dr. Melissa Phillips.  Politics of Development in 
Africa (DEVT90049) 
This course examines key 
themes in the study of sub-
Saharan African development, 
focussing on the political 
aspects of development, and 
applying theoretical and 
conceptual work in the field 
to the study of a range of 
particular development 
challenges facing the 
continent.  
 

N/A Research interests include:  
Refugees, diasporas in Australia; 
South Sudanese diasporas; 
Immigration policies in Australia;  
Multiculturalism and social 
inclusion in Australia 
Melissa has contributed a 
number of book chapters on 
South Sudanese diasporas 

phim@unimelb.edu.au 

Prof. Catherine Falk African Drum and Dance 
Ensemble 1 (MUSI10021) 
 
African Drum and Dance 
Ensemble 2 (MUSI10022) 
 

N/A Both courses held at Melbourne 
Conservatorium of Music  
VCA and Music Student Centre 
(mcm-ugrad@unimelb.edu.au). 

 

cafalk@unimelb.edu.au 
 

Dr Violeta Schubert n/a Development, Culture and 
Conflict (DEVT50001) 
 
Complex emergencies 
characterized by extensive 
violence, displacements of 
people and the need for 
multi-faceted humanitarian 
intervention have become 
increasingly numerous and 
intractable. This subject 
examines the new context for 
development in the light of 
debates about the "clash of 
civilizations", the end of 

Schubert’s research areas 
include: security studies, 
humanitarianism and protection.  

violetas@unimelb.edu.au  
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history, the failure of 
secularism, the "coming 
anarchy" and the rising 
prominence of 
fundamentalisms. Case 
studies and illustrative 
material from Africa, the 
Middle East, South Asia and 
other regions 

Dr Steven Welch n/a The Holocaust & Genocide 
(HIST20013) 
The 20th century has been 
labelled the “Age of 
Genocide”. This subject will 
provide a detailed 
examination of the Holocaust, 
the archetype of modern 
genocide, and seek to place it 
within the broader history of 
genocide and mass killing. 
Through the examination of a 
number of comparative 
cases—Armenia, the Ukraine, 
Cambodia, Rwanda and the 
former Yugoslavia—this 
subject will also investigate 
the contested nature of the 
concept of genocide itself and 
explore the debates about 
both the scholarly and 
popular application of the 
term genocide. 

Welch’s research areas include: 
The Third Reich, Nazi Germany, 
genocide studies.   

s.welch@unimelb.edu.au  

Dr Juliet Rogers n/a Violence, trauma and Human 
Rights (CRIM90017) 
Calls to institute human 
rights, truth commissions, 
international justice and even 
legalising torture are 
responses to injuries inflicted 

Dr Rogers’s research areas are in 
reconciliation and human rights. 
Her current projects  (-2015) are: 
“Resistance, Recognition and 
Reconciliation in Australia - 
lessons from South Africa and 
Northern Ireland. 

julietr@unimelb.edu.au 
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on peoples around the world. 
This subject considers legal 
forms and practices, including 
the mechanisms and rhetoric 
of human rights, respond to 
traumatic events. 

And “The Quality of Remorse in 
Northern Ireland and South Africa 
- Implications for Australia. 
 

University of 
Newcastle 
 
 
 

Prof. Mel Gray N/A Indigenous Health Around the 
World (ABOR3440) 
 
This course explores the 
health of Indigenous Peoples 
throughout the colonised 
world including Australia, 
New Zealand, Africa and 
America. Students  explore 
the principles of European 
imperialism and its impact on 
the health of Indigenous 
Peoples as well as examine 
contemporary issues faced by 
modern society in bringing 
equity to Indigenous people. 
 

Prof. Mel Gray is an advocate for 
social work who spent 15 years in 
South Africa exploring social 
development policy in the 
changeover to democracy, and 
crime prevention.  

Mel.Gray@newcastle.edu.au  

Associate Professor 
Frank Agbola 

n/a n/a Agbola, from Newcastle Business 
School, has had work published in 
the African Journal of Agricultural 
Research and the African Journal 
of tourism and Hospitality. His 
specialty is International, 
Agricultural, Tourism and 
Development Economics.   

 

Frank.Agbola@newcastle.edu.au 

Macquarie 
University 
 
 

A/Prof. Geoffrey 
Hawker 

African Politics and 
Globalisation (POL255)  
This course focuses on sub-
Saharan Africa and the 
relations with other parts of 
Africa and the rest of the 

N/A • Hawker is past president 
of AFSAAP and has 
researched on African 
and South African issues 
for many decades.  

Geoffrey.Hawker@mq.edu.au 
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world, with particular interest 
in issues of poverty, 
development and aid. 

 
Dr. Noah Bassil  N/A N/A • Particular focus on 

African Post-colonial 
conflict in Darfur.  

• Publications on politics 
in Northern Africa.  

• Bassil is a member of 
AFSAAP and has written 
in ARAS Journal 

noah.bassil@mq.edu.au 
 

Centre for Middle 
East and North 
African Studies 
 

N/A n/a The Centre for Middle East and 
North African Studies is 
committed to promoting 
a greater understanding of the 
history, politics, and culture of 
the Middle East.  
Primary areas of interest include 
democratisation in the Middle 
East and North Africa, regional 
and international politics, Arab-
African relations, and the recent 
history of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 
The Centre is committed to 
promoting a greater 
understanding of the history, 
politics, and culture of the Middle 
East. 
Primary areas of interest include 
democratisation in the Middle 
East and North Africa, regional 
and international politics, Arab-
African relations, and the recent 
history of the Middle East and 
North Africa. 

•  

mecentre@mq.edu.au  
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Associate professor 
Jan-Louis Kruger 

  Research areas include: Narrative 
theory; Translation theory; 
Audiovisual translation (AVT); 
Academic language proficiency 
and literacy; 20th century 
literature. Has published on 
South Africa 
 

JanLouis.Kruger@mq.edu.au  

Ms. Vera Williams 
Tetteh 

n/a n/a PHD student in 
Linguistics. Her thesis is 
a sociolinguistic 
ethnographic study of 
the language learning 
and settlement 
trajectories of sub-
Saharan African men 
and women living in 
Sydney suburban areas 
and a regional location 
in New South Wales. 

vera.williamstetteh@mq.edu.au  

Monash University Dr Soma Pillay N/A N/A “Her research interest are in 
“Governance Issues in Developing 
Countries” and she has published 
on issues related to South Africa 
among other areas. 

 

Soma.Pillay@monash.edu 
 

Monash University 
(South Africa). 

There is a Minor in 
African Studies 
available at Monash 
Uni – but it is only 
offered at their 
South Africa 
campus. 3 topics 
specific to Africa, 
plus 2 development 
related topics, not 
specific to Africa. 

AZA1294 Reading Africa: An 
introduction 
The unit introduces students 
to the study of a variety 
literary and cultural texts 
from Africa and the genres to 
which they belong (e.g., 
poetry, prose fiction, drama 
and film). Students will also 
be asked to engage with the 
different ideas that critics 

na Joseph’s research interests are 
not listed on Monash website. A 
google search of his name 
indicates that he works on 
African literature (Ngugi Wa 
Thiongo) and on the issue of child 
soldiers. He published a work 
titled:  Child Soldiers as Reflected 
in the African Francophone War 
Literature of the 1990s and 2000s 

Joseph.Minga@monash.edu 
 
 

22 
 

mailto:JanLouis.Kruger@mq.edu.au
mailto:vera.williamstetteh@mq.edu.au
mailto:Soma.Pillay@monash.edu
http://www.monash.edu.au/pubs/handbooks/aos/african-studies/
http://www.monash.edu.au/pubs/handbooks/aos/african-studies/
http://www.monash.edu.au/pubs/handbooks/aos/african-studies/
http://www.monash.edu.au/pubs/handbooks/aos/african-studies/
http://www.monash.edu.au/pubs/2014handbooks/units/AZA1294.html
mailto:Joseph.Minga@monash.edu


 
 
Dr. Joseph Minga 
teaches these 2 
topics. 
 

have used to interpret African 
literature and culture. 
 
 
Africa and its others (AZA241). 
The Dark Continent has been 
and is still being imagined, 
analysed and represented in 
many different ways, by 
different people on different 
continents. The title Africa 
and Its Others can be 
interpreted in different ways: 
Africa and its different 
discoverers/- explorers, Africa 
and its colonizers, Africa and 
its diasporas, Africa and its 
travellers, Africa and its other 
self and so on. This unit  thus 
looks at how Africa has been 
and is represented from the 
outside by outsiders and 
insiders and from the inside 
by insiders/outsiders through 
a variety of materials and 
various perspectives (literary, 
anthropological, historical and 
philosophical).   

N/A 

 Ms Shibu Sangale 
 

Africa in the modern world 
(AZA2643):  
Synopsis of the course:  
The path from colonies to 
independent states has been 
a long and challenging one. 
Surveying the entire continent 
from the late colonial period 
onwards, the course explores 
how ordinary men and 

N/A Sangale’s research (PhD) topic is:  
Building the promise: Kenyan 
democracy and the power of the 
executive in the constitution, post 
2007 

Shibu.Sangale@monash.edu 
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Murdoch 
University 
 

Associate Professor 
John Mugambwa 
 

N/A Land law and land tenure in 
developing countries 
 

His main area of research interest 
is land law and land tenure in 
developing countries. He has 
published extensively in the field, 
including a number of books and 
journal articles, specifically on 
Ugandan and Papua New 
Guinean land law and policy. 

J.Mugambwa@murdoch.edu.au 

Dr Morrison-
Saunders 

n/a n/a His research focuses on 
evaluating the outcomes of all 
forms of impact assessment and 
their contribution to 
sustainability. He has participated 
in statutory reviews of EIA 
legislation and procedures in 
South Africa, and in Australia. His 
current research project is 
"Driving policy innovation in mine 
closure, abandonment 
management, environment risk 
mitigation, rehabilitation of 
abandoned mine sites as a pro-
development strategy in Africa".  
 

A.Morrison-
Saunders@murdoch.edu.au  

Professor Samuel 
Makinda 

  Professor Samuel Makinda has 
research experience in the 
following areas: security and 
governance in Africa; the African 
Union and the UN and peace 
building; transnational terrorism; 
Kenya’s political system. Sam is 
an AFSAAP member.  

s.makinda@murdoch.edu.au  

women, peasants and 
workers, subjects and citizens, 
political and economic elites 
and religious and cultural 
leaders created new forms of 
meaning and power. 
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Associate Professor 
Martin Mhando 
 

  Martin’s areas of research 
include Filmmaking and African 
cinema; documentary theory, 
film production praxis, African 
cinema, world cinema and 
Indigenous knowledge.  
He is a current Member of 
AFSAAP. 
 
 

M.Mhando@murdoch.edu.au  

Dr Casta Tungaraza N/A N/A Tungaraza is the Manager of the 
Equal Opportunity Office. Her 
research areas include: race 
relations, multiculturalism, 
Women’s rights and leadership, 
African-Australians 

c.tungaraza@murdoch.edu.au  

Queensland 
University of 
Technology 
 

Professor James 
Dale  

N/A N/A Professor Dale is undertaking 
research on Biofortification of 
Ugandan bananas. 

 

Associate Professor 
Jane Shakespeare-
Finch 

n/a n/a Areas of Research:  
Mental Health, Posttraumatic 
stress,  
Resilience, trauma, counselling 
Her completed PhD was on: “The 
role of distal and proximate 
culture on post-trauma 
outcomes: African and Australian 
populations”  

j.shakespeare-
finch@qut.edu.au 

 

Southern Cross 
University 

N/A N/A N/A n/a n/a 

Swinburne 
University of 
Technology 

Associate Professor 
Kwamena 
Kwansah-Aidoo 

  Among his research interest are: 
African media; Communication 
research in African; AFSAAP 
member – and was the principal 
author of the audit “African 
Studies  in Aus in 2011” published 
by AFSAAP. 

KKwansah@groupwise.swin.edu.au 
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Federation 
University, 
Australia (formerly 
the University of 
Ballarat) 
 

Dr Andrew West N/A N/A Andrew's research interests lie in 
the application of moral 
philosophy to aspects of 
accounting and business. Specific 
topics of interest include 
prospects for applying virtue 
ethics in the accounting 
profession and the applicability of 
moral relativism to global issues 
in business ethics. One of focus 
areas is: South Africa. One of his 
work is titled: "Theorising South 
Africa's corporate governance” 

 
 
 
Andrew.West@federation.edu.au 

University of 
Canberra 
 

N/A N/A N/A The University of Canberra has a 
Centre for Customs and Excise 
Studies based in Nairobi. It is 
managed by Mr Creck Buyonge. 
However, no courses with an 
African flavour appear on the 
University’s website. 

Mr Creck Buyonge (no email on the 
website of either U of Canberra or 
Charles Sturt University 

 
The University of 
New England 
 
 
 

Dr Rebecca Spence 
 

 
n/a 

Post-Conflict Justice and 
Reconciliation Processes 
(cases include South Africa, 
Liberia, etc) 

 

 
Reconciliation processes in 
Bougainville, Northern Ireland 
and South Africa; Peace building 
in post-conflict situations 

 
rspence1@une.edu.au  

Dr Charles Kivunja 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Res Int: leadership and its 
impacts on multigrade pedagogy 
and practice in African contexts, 
partclrly in Zambia, Uganda, 
Kenya and South Africa. 
 

 
ckivunja@une.edu.au  

Professor Helen 
Ware 

n/a n/a Helen Ware has been supervising 
several PhD students working on 
Africa-related topics/themes. 
Research interests:  
Peace Building; Diplomacy; 
Gender and Development;  
Administration of Development 

hware@une.edu.au 
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Assistance; 
Use of Imperfect Data;  
Statistics and Social Change 
Demography;  
Africa; la Francophonie. 
Former Australian High 
Commissioner to Zambia, long 
standing AFSAAP member, 
former editor of ARAS and 
member of the ARAS Editorial 
Board  

Dr Inga Brasche n/a n/a Research Interests: Sociological 
history in sub-saharan Africa and 
Indigenous Australia 
Global processes and socio-
cultural resilience, cultural 
development; Intercultural 
intervention; Post-colonial 
identity in Africa; and  
Politics of international 
development practice 
 

ibrasche@une.edu.au  

Dr Finex Ndhlovu n/a  
n/a 

Research interests: Language 
policy and politics, 
multilingualism and multilingual 
citizenship, language and identity 
formation, African migrant 
languages and identities, cross-
border languages and trans-
national identities, African 
Diaspora identities, language-in-
migration policies, language and 
citizenship, postcolonial African 
identities, and language and 
discourses of everyday forms of 
exclusion in Australia and Africa. 
Finex is an AFSAAP member and 
on the editorial board of ARAS. 

fndhlovu@une.edu.au  
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Kodjo Kondo (PhD 
student) 

n/a n/a Environmental and Sustainable 
Agricultural Programmes; 
participatory planning, 
monitoring and evaluation 

kkondo3@myune.edu.au 

N/A 
(School of Arts and 
Media) 
 

n/a Sound, Society & Self in World 
Music; omparative 
Management Systems 
(MUSC2116). This World Music 
course surveys and examines 
the relationships between 
music, the society in which it is 
performed, and individual 
selves. It explores both 
traditional and contemporary 
music of Aboriginal Australia, 
South-east Asia, India, Central 
Asia and the Middle East, West 
Africa and the Caribbean, and 
marginal Europe.  

n/a sam@unsw.edu.au 
 
(School of Arts and Media) 

Ms Beth Goldblatt 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

South African educated, and 
published in gender, disability 
and human rights in South Africa 
 

 
b.goldblatt@unsw.edu.au  

 
The University of 
New South Wales - 
Canberra 

Dr Alec Thornton 
 

n/a n/a 
 
 

Dr Thornton is a Senior Lecturer 
in Geography. His research areas 
include rural and urban 
livelihoods in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
He is also the current (2014) Vice-
President of AFSAAP 

a.thornton@unsw.edu.au; 
a.thornton@adfa.edu.au 
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Eleanor Hancock N/A Contemporary African History 
- ZHSS2230 
This course studies the main 
historical forces that have 
shaped African lives over the 
last two centuries. It examines 
the major epochs of 
colonialism, decolonization 
and post-colonial 
independence, combining 
chronological and conceptual 
approaches. 

Eleanor’s research areas include:  
The legacy of National Socialism; 
Nigeria 1914-to the present; 
Feminism, the state and the use 
of force.  

e.hancock@adfa.edu.au  

University of New 
South Wales  

Dr Mengistu 
Amberber 

n/a n/a Dr Mengistu Amberber is a Senior 
Lecturer in Linguistics in the 
School of Languages and 
Linguistics (FASS). His main 
research interests include lexical 
semantics, grammatical theory, 
the semantics-syntax interface, 
and linguistic typology. He is the 
author of Verb Classes and 
Transitivity in Amharic (Lincom 
Studies in Afro-Asiatic Linguistics, 
2002) 

m.amberber@unsw.edu.au 

University of Notre 
Dame 
 

Professor 
Marguerite Maher 
 

n/a n/a Her areas of research include: 
South African Educational System 

Marguerite.Maher@nd.edu.au 

 
Dr Denise Buiten 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 
 

Areas of Research: Gender 
Transformation and Media 
Representations: Journalistic 
Discourses in South African 
Newspapers; Gender based 
Violence 

denise.buiten@nd.edu.au 
 
 

Sheena McChlery n/a n/a Sheena McChlery teaches the 
sociocultural perspectives of 
health and illness, and the 
historical and theoretical 
components of nursing.   

Sheena.McChlery@nd.edu.au 
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As a registered nurse/midwife, 
she has broad experience in 
Australia, New Zealand and South 
Africa in midwifery, remote area 
nursing, perioperative nursing 
and clinical research.  

University of 
Queenslnd 

Assoc Prof John 
Asafu-Adjaye 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

His research topics include: 
Environmental and natural 
resource economics, economic 
impact analysis, economic 
modelling, including computable 
general equilibrium (CGE) 
modelling. Economic and 
environmental policy analysis of 
African and Asia-Pacific 
economies and of Ghana, Kenya, 
South Africa 

 
j.asafu-adjaye@economics.uq.edu.au  

Associate Professor 
Eric Louw 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Res Int: Political Communication; 
South African political discourse. 
Louw has published widely in the 
areas of political communication, 
and the South African media. 
Eric is a member of AFSAAP 

 
e.louw@uq.edu.au  

Dr Fernanda 
Claudio 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Claudio’s research areas include:  
African migrant health; Impact of 
development initiatives on small 
and large populations; Human 
resources for health in disaster 
response; Medical anthropology. 
Claudio is Past-president of 
AFSAAP (2009-2011) 

f.claudio@uq.edu.au 

Dr Kathryn 
Sturman 

  She is based in the Centre for 
Social Responsibility in Mining. 
Prior to joining CSRM, was 
programme head of the 
Governance of Africa’s Resources 
Programme at the South African 
Institute of International Affairs. 

 
k.sturman@uq.edu.au 
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She conducted research and 
policy development in the 
minerals, oil and gas, and logging 
sectors in a number of African 
countries. She has conducted 
research on the African Union. 
Sturman has been an AFSAAP 
member since her PhD studies 
years.   

Dr Victor Igreja n/a n/a Post-doc fellow and lecturer 
researching on among others, 
Mozambique’s political violence ;  
Traumatic suffering and social 
recovery; Cultures of transitional 
justice  and Politics of memory  

v.igreja@uq.edu.au   

Associate Professor 
Pamela Christie 

n/a n/a 
 

Christie is also Professor in the 
School of Education at the 
University of Cape Town. She has 
worked on post-apartheid 
education policy, as well as on 
school development and change, 
leadership, curriculum and 
pedagogy, and school 
desegregation. She is currently 
working on joint research 
projects on Reconciliation and 
Pedagogy in Australia and South 
Africa, and Schooling, 
Globalisation and Refugees in 
Queensland. 

p.christie@uq.edu.au 

Associate Professor 
John Asafu-Adjaye 
 

n/a n/a One of his published work is: “Tax 
effort performance in sub-Sahara 
Africa and the role of 
colonialism’” 

j.asafuadjaye@uq.edu.au 
 

Peter Run n/a n/a PhD thesis on African Conflict 
Resolution Mechanisms and 
South Sudan (as case study) 
Other areas of research:  

p.run@uq.edu.au  
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The Australian Media and the 
African Australians.  
Peter Run was the AFSAAP 
Executive member (2010-11) 
 

Joseph Hongoh n/a n/a PhD thesis on Conflicts over land 
and resources, with Pastoralist 
Communities in East Africa as 
case study.  
Other Areas of research:  
Peacebuilding issues in the Great 
Lakes Region (Northern Uganda 
and Congo DR) 
 

j.hongoh@uq.edu.au  
 

Georges Karavas n/a n/a PhD thesis on China in Africa 
Other Areas:  
Peacekeeping in Africa and 
beyond 

g.karavas@uq.edu.au  
 

Aime Saba    n/a n/a PhD thesis on Peacebuilding and 
Statebuilding of War-torn 
Societies with Burundi and 
Somalia as case studies 
Other Research Areas: 
 Aid Effectiveness to Africa;  
The African Union and the United 
Nations as peacebuilders in Africa 
Aime is a current (2013-14) PG 
Representative on AFSAAP 
Executive 

 

 
The University of 
South Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Denise Wood 

n/a 

 
n/a 

Undertaking collaborative 
research in South Africa with the 
Gauteng and Limpopo Province 
Education Departments. Also 
undertaking collaborative 
research with Dr Charles Kivunja 
(see above) which aims to adapt 
e-learning technologies for use in 
remote regional environments 

 
 
 
 
 
Denise.Wood@unisa.edu.au  
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through the development of 
student-centred low threshold 
technology solutions for 
multigrade education in Sub-
Saharan countries. Wood was an 
AFSAAP member. 
 

Dr Kathleen Heugh 
 

n/a 

 
n/a 

From South Africa, Dr Heugh has 
published several works on the 
South African experience, in her 
field. Has undertaken large-scale 
studies on languages and literacy 
in education in sub-Saharan 
Africa for various development 
agencies and governments. 
Currently her other research 
interests are: Language and 
literacy acquisition in diverse 
settings; Post-colonial debates 
on languages and citizenship 

 
Kathleen.Heugh@unisa.edu.au  

Dr Nina Evans 
 

n/a 

 
n/a 

 
South African educated and 
published several works on the 
South African experience, in her 
field. Res Int: Small business 
management; Sustainability of 
small business in regional 
Australia; Organisational 
behaviour in the world of IT/IS; 
Women in ICT; Strategic 
Information Management and 
Knowledge Management; 
Corporate Social Responsibiltiy 
(CSR) 
 

 
Nina.Evans@unisa.edu.au  
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The University of 
Southern 
Queensland 

n/a  
n/a 

n/a 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

The University of 
Sydney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Nesrin Varol 
 

  Nesrin is a senior Clinical Lecturer 
in the School of Medicine. 
Trained in  
Obstetrics, Gynaecology and 
Neonatology, Dr Nesrin’s current 
research is: Partnership for the 
Abandonment of Female Genital 
Cutting in East Africa.  
She is a member of AFSAAP and 
the AAUN 
 

nesrin.varol@sydney.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor 
Pal Ahluwalia 
 

n/a    

 
n/a 

Research Interests: African 
studies; Social and cultural 
theory; Postcolonial theory; 
Diaspora; Exile and migration. 
Pal is a Past-president of AFSAAP 
 

 
Pal.Ahluwalia@unisa.edu.au  

Dr Ibrahima Diallo 
 

n/a 
 

 
n/a 

 
Res Int: Languages in-education 
in Francophone countries; 
Language policies and planning 
in French speaking Africa; The 
politics of languages in Africa; 
Language-in-education and 
literacy 
 

 
Ibrahima.Diallo@unisa.edu.au  
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Australia Africa 
University Network 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

The AAUN is a group of leading 
universities in Australia and 
Africa, connecting researchers 
and academics through 
institutional partnerships in order 
to address challenges facing both 
continents. Led by Professor John 
Hearn from the University of 
Sydney and Professor Cheryl de la 
Rey from the University of 
Pretoria.  

 
Contacts :  
  aaun.events@sydney.edu.au  
 
and  
 
Desiree.Homann@up.ac.za 
 
 
 
http://aaun.edu.au/about/  
 

 
The Africa expert 
group 

 
Chair: Joel Negin  
 

 
n/a 

 
It does not appear on U Sydney’s 
website but some academics 
continue to mention that they 
are members of this Expert 
Group.  

 
 
 
Joel.negin@sydney.edu.au 

Dr Joel Negin  n/a Joel is a senior lecturer at the 
Sydney Medical School. He has 
published on health and HIV 
issues in Zimbabwe and Uganda. 
Currently, he is working on a 
research project: The impact of 
scholarships on strengthening the 
health system in Africa: an 
assessment of selection models; 
and has been an AFSAAP member 
in the past.  
 

Joel.negin@sydney.edu.au  

Prof Robert 
Cumming 

  Bob Cumming studied medicine 
and then trained as an 
epidemiologist. He has worked at 
the Makerere University in 
Uganda and has expanded this 
research to look at non-
communicable diseases and 
ageing in developing countries, 
especially in sub-Saharan Africa. 

robert.cumming@sydney.edu.au 
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Dr Virginia 
Mapedzahama 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
New African diaspora identities, 
African migrant nurses, skilled 
African migrant subjectivities, 
African women and Work.  
Virginia is an AFSAAP member 
and co-wrote the 2011 Audit of 
African Studies in Australia, 
published by AFSAAP. 
 

 
virginia.mapedzaham@sydney.edu.au  

Dr Wendy 
Lambourne 

n/a n/a Dr Lambourne’s research is 
concerned with analysing and 
evaluating transitional justice, 
reconciliation and peacebuilding 
after mass violence, with a 
regional focus on Africa and 
Asia/Pacific. She has conducted 
field research in Rwanda, Sierra 
Leone, Uganda and Burundi.  
 

wendy.lambourne@sydney.edu.au 

Lydia Gitau n/a n/a Lydia’s PhD thesis is around 
Psychosocial interventions in 
Trauma Healing. Her geographic 
focus is Kenya and Rwanda.  

lydia.gitau@sydney.edu.au  

Dr George 
Odhiambo 
 

n/a n/a His current research projects are:  
Quality Assurance in Higher 
Education in developing 
countries: issues from Kenyan 
Public universities- A 
comprehensive study analysing 
the crucial issues and unique 
challenges facing Kenya's public 
universities as they struggle to 
develop quality assurance 
mechanisms.and A study of 
migration and brain drain in 
higher education institutions in 
Kenya and its implications. 

george.odhiambo@sydney.edu.au 
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Dr James Roberts-
Thomson 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Dr James is a senior clinical 
lecturer. He has practiced and 
taught in South African medical 
hospitals.  

 
james.roberts-
thomson@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

Dr Isabelle 
Bartkowiak-Theron 

n/a n/a Bartkowiak-Theron is currently 
working on a project on Africans 
in Australia: ‘Bridging the Gap 
between Police and Refugee 
Communities’, based in the 
Tasmanian Institute of Law 
Enforcement Studies (TILES).  

isabelle.bartkowiaktheron@utas.edu.a
u 

University of 
Tasmania 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Helen 
Hutchinson 

n/a n/a Based in TILES, Dr Hutchinson 
worked on a PhD project 
(completed in 2010) titled: 
Exploring Ideas of Health with 
African Refugee Women in 
Tasmania'.  

hhutchin@postoffice.utas.edu.au 

Centre for  
Colonialism and Its 
Aftermath (CAIA) 

n/a n/a CAIA is an interdisciplinary 
research centre. It provides a 
forum for teaching, research, and 
scholarship in the fields of 
colonial and postcolonial studies, 
and facilitates interaction with 
the local community as well as 
with heritage and tourism 
industries. CAIA is a joint 
initiative between the three 
schools in the Faculty of Arts: 
Humanities, Social Sciences, and 
the Tasmanian College of the 
Arts.  
 

CAIA.centre@utas.edu.au  

Dr Rohan Nelson n/a n/a Rohan Nelson is leading an 
AusAID-funded project: ‘Policy 
Pathways in Food Security in 
Africa’. The goal of the PPFS 

Rohan.Nelson@utas.edu.au 
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 project is to facilitate the 
participatory development of a 
coherent set of policy pathways 
for national governments in West 
Africa to achieve a food-secure 
future. This current project is a 
pilot project working with the 
Government of Burkina Faso. 

University of 
Technology Sydney 
 

Dr Pierre Mukheibir 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
His PhD drew on a case study of a 
small town in South Africa, to 
demonstrate that the 
consequence of climate change 
impacts on water resources is an 
economic issue when it comes to 
meeting projected water demand 
and ensuring access to basic 
water supplies. Has published in 
this area. 

 
Pierre.Mukheibir@uts.edu.au 
 
 

Dr Franklin Obeng-
Odoom 

n/a n/a He is a Postdoctoral research 
fellow at the School of the Built 
Environment. His research 
interests are the political 
economy of development, cities 
and natural resources.  
A native of Ghana, one of his 
published works focuses on 
mortgage markets in Ghana. He 
recently published (2013) a book 
on governance and urbanisation 
in Africa and is an AFSAAP 
member.  
 

Franklin.Obeng-Odoom@uts.edu.au 

Dr Elaine Kelly  
n/a 

 
n/a 

Her PhD examined the racial 
politics of refugee policy in an 
Australian context through the 
lens of critical race and whiteness 
theory and Derridean 

Elaine.Kelly@uts.edu.au 
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deconstructive thought 
University of the 
Sunshine Coast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr Paul Williams 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Williams’ areas of research 
include: African literature and 
post-colonial theory. He has 
published short stories, critical 
articles and educational materials 
for high schools in Africa. His 
Young Adult mystery novel 'The 
Secret of Old Mukiwa' won the 
Zimbabwe International Book Fair 
award in 2001 and his memoir 
'Soldier Blue' was nominated as 
Book of the Year in South Africa 
in 2008. 

 
pwillia3@usc.edu.au 

Associate Professor 
Kathy Lynch 

n/a n/a Lynch’s research is in the area of 
ICT research and development; 
and computing in Social Sciences 
and has published on Africa in her 
field, and is a reviewer on the 
National Research Foundation 
(South Africa).  

kathy.lynch@usc.edu.au  

University of 
Wollongong 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Tony Simoes da 
Silva 
 

 
n/a 

Black Writing from Africa, the 
US and the Caribbean 

Res int: Anglophone Postcolonial 
writing and Postcolonial Theory; 
Postcolonial life writing 
(particular emphasis on African 
and Caribbean texts); Twentieth 
century literature (Africa, 
Australian; British; US); Diasporic 
identities; Globalisation; Trauma, 
Politics and literature; 
Displacement and literature, 
especially refugees and writing; 
Lusophone African writing and 
culture. 
Has been an AFSAAP member in 

tonys@uow.edu.au  
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the past.  
 

Prof Martin 
Tsmaneyi 

n/a n/a Director of ANCORS, Professor 
Martin Tsamenyi, is leading a 
team of researchers in the 
"Fishing for Security in the Gulf of 
Guinea" project (under the 2012 
AusAID Development Research 
Award Scheme). From Ghana, 
Tsamenyi’s areas of specialization 
include fisheries law; monitoring, 
control and surveillance; shipping 
law; etc 

martin_tsamenyi@uow.edu.au  

The University of 
Western Australia 
 

Dr Andrea Emberly 
 

n/a n/a Ph.D. in ethnomusicology focused 
on the musical cultures of 
childhood in Venda and Pedi 
cultures in Limpopo, South Africa. 
Published in this area 

andrea.emberly@uwa.edu.au  

Assoc/Prof Robert 
Faulkner 

n/a n/a Zimbabwean marimba, mbira, 
dance and song. Published in this 
area 

robert.faulkner@uwa.edu.au  
 

Assnt Prof David 
Mickler 

n/a POLS3334 The International 
Politics of Africa (U/grad) 
 
 POLS5671 Peace and Security 
in Africa (MA level) 

R2P in relation to Africa;  
Australian Foreign Policy towards 
Africa 
The African Union and its Peace 
and Security Agenda;  
Has recently published “new 
Engagement: Contemporary Aust 
Foreign Policy Toward Africa” 
with Tanya Lyons (2013). 

david.mickler@uwa.edu.au 

Dr. Paul Huddleston n/a n/a Ghana's Oil Palm Industry paul.huddleston@uwa.edu.au 
 

 
 
 
University of 
Western Sydney 

Dr Manisha Dayal n/a n/a South African educated, 
published in/about South Africa 
in her field (Forensic 
anthropological standards; Age 
estimation from skeletal remains, 

m.dayal@uws.edu.au 
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 etc) 

Associate Professor 
Paulin Djite 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Res Int: Language policy and 
planning; Language-in-education 
planning; Language and 
development (includes African 
focus) 

 
p.djite@uws.edu.au  

Gavin Ramsay 
 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

Has lived and worked in 
Zimbabwe and Swaziland and 
published in the areas of rural 
development and Learning 
systems in community 
development in Africa 

 
g.ramsay@uws.edu.au 
 
 

 
UNIVERSITIES IN NEW ZEALAND 
 
University of 
OTAGO 
 
 

 
Prof JA (Tony) Binns 
 

  Tony’s research areas include:  
Rural Development,  
African Geography, 
Resource Development, 
Poverty Alleviation, 
Food Production Systems.  
Tony is an active member of 
AFSAAP 
 

jab@geography.otago.ac.nz  
 
 

Professor Etienne 
Nel 

  Etienne has taught previously at 
the University of Transkei and 
Rhodes University, both in South 
Africa. His PhD was in the field of 
Economic Geography and was 
entitled "Regional and Local 
Economic Development in South 
Africa: A Case Study of the 
Eastern Cape". His primary 
research interests lie in the broad 
areas of Economic Geography, 

Etienne.nel@otago.ac.nz  
 
Or  
 
eln@geography.otago.ac.nz 
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Local Economic Development, 
Urban Geography and Livelihood 
strategies.  
He is also a member of AFSAAP.  
 

Professor Phil Hill N/A N/A Professor Hill’s areas of 
specialisation include infectious 
diseases. He spent six years 
working as a clinical 
epidemiologist for the MRC 
Laboratories in The Gambia and 
remains a co-investigator on a 
Gates project to monitor the 
introduction of Pneumococcal 
conjugate vaccine and 
surveillance into The Gambia, and 
on several tuberculosis projects. 

philip.hill@otago.ac.nz 

Dr Merrin 
Rutherford 

  Merrin is a visiting research 
fellow in the School of 
International Public Health. 
Currently, she is working on a 
project titled: “The 
Pneumococcal Surveillance 
System and Vaccine Effectiveness 
Study in the Gambia. (2014).  

merrin.rutherford@gmail.com 

Professor John 
Crump 

N/A N/A Crump has worked in Moshi, 
Tanzania, leading a multi-
disciplinary research program on 
the syndrome of fever and its 
causes as well as HIV prevention, 
treatment, and care. … and global 
health. 

john.crump@otago.ac.nz 

Professor Kevin 
Clements 

n/a n/a Prof Clements’ research areas 
include: peace and conflict 
studies. He was Secretary-
General of International NGO 
International Alert (UK-based) 
and has worked on a number of 
peacebuilding projects in Africa, 

kevin.clements@otago.ac.nz 
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among others.  
Babu Ayindo   Ayindo’s doctoral research 

focuses on comparative arts 
approaches to conflict 
transformation; and pedagogy in 
peace education, trauma healing, 
the role of storytellers – like Ayi 
Kwei Armah, Nuruddin Farah, 
Ngugi wa Thiong'o and 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – in 
breaking cycles of violence. 
written on “arts approaches to 
peacebuilding” in diverse cultural 
contexts in Africa, North America 
and Asia.  

babuayindo@yahoo.com  

Sarah Baird n/a n/a Sarah is a development 
economist whose work focuses 
on analyzing health and 
education issues in developing 
countries. She has worked on 
areas as diverse as the schooling 
and health of young women in 
Malawi, community-driven 
development in Tanzania, 
deworming in Kenya, and global 
infant mortality. 

sarah.baird@otago.ac.nz 

Canterbury 
University 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Professor Patrick 
McAllister 
 
 

n/a n/a McAllister has previously worked 
in academic institutions in South 
Africa at Rhodes University, 
University of the Witwatersrand 
and University of the Western 
Cape. He has conducted 
fieldwork among the Xhosa 
people. His research areas 

patrick.mcallister@canterbury.ac.nz 
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 include: labour migration, co-
operative work, rural 
development, ritual and religion.  

University of 
Waikato 
 

Dr David Coy 
 
 

n/a n/a David’s research interests 
include: Ethics; Public Sector 
Issues; and Technology.  
David has worked for more than 
ten years in the Sugar industry in 
Africa.  

dcoy@waikato.ac.nz 

Massey University 
 

Prof Nigel French 
 
 

n/a n/a French is Director of the 
Infectious Disease Research 
Centre and the Molecular 
Epidemiology and Public Health 
laboratory in the Hopkirk 
Research Institute Molecular 
epidemiology, food safety and 
the control of infectious diseases. 
He is currently working on a 
project (2014) on food security in 
Africa.  

N.P.French@massey.ac.nz 

Dr Jackie Benschop 
 
 

  Jackie is professor in the Institute 
of Veterinary, Animal & 
Biomedical Sciences and worked 
in Africa for a number of years. 
She is involved, with Prof Nigel 
French, on the project on Food 
Security.  

J.Benschop@massey.ac.nz 

Dr Gerard Prinsen 
 

n/a n/a Prinsen is in the School of People, 
Environment, and Planning and 
teaches courses in international 
development. He has worked for 
over two decades, with 
development programmes in 
Africa; as manager, trainer, 
researcher, or evaluator. Most of 
his activities relate to local 

G.Prinsen@massey.ac.nz 

44 
 

mailto:dcoy@waikato.ac.nz
mailto:N.P.French@massey.ac.nz
mailto:J.Benschop@massey.ac.nz
mailto:G.Prinsen@massey.ac.nz


governance, particularly 
education and health services. 

Prof Bruce Glavovic 
 

n/a n/a Bruce studied economics and 
agricultural economics 
(University of Natal) , 
environmental science 
(University of Cape Town). 
Bruce’s particular interest is 
learning lessons from 
comparative international 
experience in coastal 
sustainability, disaster risk 
reduction, post-disaster recovery, 
and adapting to climate change.  

b.glavovic@massey.ac.nz  

Victoria University 
of Wellington 
 

Dr Steve Behrendt  HIST-117 – Empires and 
Peoples 
Description: This course 
considers the development 
and impact of Empires since 
1400. We examine the 
establishment of colonies, 
free and coerced migration, 
imperial rivalries, nationalism 
and the resistance to Empire.  

Behrendt is a senior lecturer in 
History. His research areas 
include: transatlantic slave trade; 
pre-colonial African history; 
Caribbean history; and British 
Empire 

 

steve.behrendt@vuw.ac.nz 
 

Dr Hilary Miller   Her Post-doc research project 
was: “Investigating the Origin of 
Our Species: from Africa to 
Aotearoa”.  

Hilary.miller@vuw.ac.nz  

 Auckland 
University of 
Technology 
 

Dr Penny Neave 
 
 

  Neave’s research areas include: 
Epidemiology of infectious 
diseases; migrant health; 
surveillance systems; malaria; 
public health; social-economic 
deprivation. Her PhD “The 
burden of imported malaria 
among Nigerians and Ghanaians 
living in London: Understanding 
the influences of the social, 

pneave@aut.ac.nz 
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cultural, environmental, 
economic and structural 
context”. (London School of 
Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, 
UK) 

Professor Edwina 
Pio 
(Professor of 
Diversity) 
  

  Her research areas include: 
Workplace Diversity; Religious 
diversity in organizations; Ethnic 
Minorities (including migrant 
women) in Work and Enterprise; 
Ethnic entrepreneurship; 
Ethnicity in Universities and staff 
perceptions. She researches on 
Asian, African and other migrants 
in NZ.   

edwina.pio@aut.ac.nz 

Professor Rob Allen n/a n/a Prof Allen is a Professor of Social 
History. Before AUT in 2003, 
Allen spent 20 years at the 
University of Greenwich in 
London and spent several years 
in Zambia and Nigeria 
researching African urban 
development.  

Rob.allen@aut.ac.nz  

UNITEC Institute of 
Technology 
 

Dr Andries du 
Plessis 

n/a n/a Andries worked for a large mining 
company for 19 years in South 
Africa and acted as Training 
Manager in their training 
department. Andries has 10 years 
consultancy experience in HR/ ER 
and Employment Law, and has 
conducted almost 400 cases 
successfully for the South African 
Commission for Conciliation, 
Mediation and Arbitration. 

aduplessis@unitec.ac.nz  

Professor Pieter Nel   Pieter is currently Professor of 
human Resources mamagement 
in DoMM at Unitec and 
previously worked at three 
different universities and one 

pnel@unitec.ac.nz  
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polytechnic. At the University of 
Pretoria he was the Head of 
Department of business 
Management. His current 
interests are Human Resource 
Management and Employment 
Relations, Training and 
Development and the future 
profile of the HR profession.  

Associate Professor 
Leon Fourie 

n/a n/a Fourie is the Executive Dean in 
the Faculty of Creative Industries 
and Business. His research areas 
include: Human Resources 
Management, Customer and 
service quality delivery in South 
Africa.  

lfourie@unitec.ac.nz  

Nigel Adams n/a n/a Nigel’s areas of research include: 
investigations of the feeding 
biology and bioenergetics of sub-
Antarctic penguins and seabird - 
commercial fish interactions off 
continental South Africa. He 
taught at a number of South 
African Universities, including 
University of Port Elizabeth  (now 
Nelson Mandela 
Metropolitan  University), 
University of Zululand and 
University of  Natal (now 
University of Kwazulu Natal).  

nadams@unitec.ac.nz  

 
*A note on the Methodology:  This Audit was commissioned by AFSAAP.  The research relied on basic search tools on the websites of Australian and New Zealand universities. The key 
words used were either: “Africa” and/or “African studies”.  AFSAAP members provided some background information to some entries and Google search tools were used to locate some 
researchers whose particular web profiles did not appear under university search engines.  AFSAAP is grateful to Aime Saaba for his assistance in producing this audit.  AFSAAP 
Acknowledges that the material in this audit may not be complete and is subject to change.   
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	Dr R. James Ferguson   
	Dr Caitlin Byrne   
	Jackson’s research Interests: 
	(currently based at the University of Hiramaya, Ethiopia); Bitew has published on: 
	Ethiopian-Australian students experience of secondary schooling in the Australian education system in the state of Victoria; and Parental support for African Immigrant students’ Schooling in Australia
	Research Interests: 
	n/a
	Haig’s main research area is Education/Literacy. She has also written a few publications on African Refugees. 
	n/a
	One of her papers is: Addressing the educational challenges faced by African refugee background students
	Prof. Roger RB Leakey
	Nigel Stork
	A/Prof. David King
	Research areas include: Narrative theory; Translation theory; Audiovisual translation (AVT); Academic language proficiency and literacy; 20th century literature. Has published on South Africa
	Associate Professor John Mugambwa
	Dr Morrison-Saunders
	Professor Samuel Makinda
	Associate Professor Martin Mhando
	Dr Casta Tungaraza
	Research Interests: Sociological history in sub-saharan Africa and Indigenous AustraliaGlobal processes and socio-cultural resilience, cultural development; Intercultural intervention; Post-colonial identity in Africa; and Politics of international development practice


	Contemporary African History - ZHSS2230
	Associate Professor John Asafu-Adjaye

	Dr George Odhiambo
	Bartkowiak-Theron is currently working on a project on Africans in Australia: ‘Bridging the Gap between Police and Refugee Communities’, based in the Tasmanian Institute of Law Enforcement Studies (TILES). 
	Based in TILES, Dr Hutchinson worked on a PhD project (completed in 2010) titled: Exploring Ideas of Health with African Refugee Women in Tasmania'. 
	Williams’ areas of research include: African literature and post-colonial theory. He has published short stories, critical articles and educational materials for high schools in Africa. His Young Adult mystery novel 'The Secret of Old Mukiwa' won the Zimbabwe International Book Fair award in 2001 and his memoir 'Soldier Blue' was nominated as Book of the Year in South Africa in 2008.

	Professor Hill’s areas of specialisation include infectious diseases. He spent six years working as a clinical epidemiologist for the MRC Laboratories in The Gambia and remains a co-investigator on a Gates project to monitor the introduction of Pneumococcal conjugate vaccine and surveillance into The Gambia, and on several tuberculosis projects.
	Crump has worked in Moshi, Tanzania, leading a multi-disciplinary research program on the syndrome of fever and its causes as well as HIV prevention, treatment, and care. … and global health.
	Ayindo’s doctoral research focuses on comparative arts approaches to conflict transformation; and pedagogy in peace education, trauma healing, the role of storytellers – like Ayi Kwei Armah, Nuruddin Farah, Ngugi wa Thiong'o and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie – in breaking cycles of violence. written on “arts approaches to peacebuilding” in diverse cultural contexts in Africa, North America and Asia. 
	Sarah is a development economist whose work focuses on analyzing health and education issues in developing countries. She has worked on areas as diverse as the schooling and health of young women in Malawi, community-driven development in Tanzania, deworming in Kenya, and global infant mortality.
	McAllister has previously worked in academic institutions in South Africa at Rhodes University, University of the Witwatersrand and University of the Western Cape. He has conducted fieldwork among the Xhosa people. His research areas include: labour migration, co-operative work, rural development, ritual and religion. 
	David’s research interests include: Ethics; Public Sector Issues; and Technology. 
	French is Director of the Infectious Disease Research Centre and the Molecular Epidemiology and Public Health laboratory in the Hopkirk Research Institute Molecular epidemiology, food safety and the control of infectious diseases. He is currently working on a project (2014) on food security in Africa. 
	Jackie is professor in the Institute of Veterinary, Animal & Biomedical Sciences and worked in Africa for a number of years. She is involved, with Prof Nigel French, on the project on Food Security. 
	Prinsen is in the School of People, Environment, and Planning and teaches courses in international development. He has worked for over two decades, with development programmes in Africa; as manager, trainer, researcher, or evaluator. Most of his activities relate to local governance, particularly education and health services.
	Bruce studied economics and agricultural economics (University of Natal) , environmental science (University of Cape Town). Bruce’s particular interest is learning lessons from comparative international experience in coastal sustainability, disaster risk reduction, post-disaster recovery, and adapting to climate change. 
	Her Post-doc research project was: “Investigating the Origin of Our Species: from Africa to Aotearoa”. 
	Neave’s research areas include: Epidemiology of infectious diseases; migrant health; surveillance systems; malaria; public health; social-economic deprivation. Her PhD “The burden of imported malaria among Nigerians and Ghanaians living in London: Understanding the influences of the social, cultural, environmental, economic and structural context”. (London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, UK)

