
AFSAAP PROJECT 
 
 

 
INSTITUTION Name  Course with pure 

African  focus 
Courses with 
comparative 
perspectives on Africa 

COMMENTS Contact details/email 

Australian Catholic 
University 

  • Indigenous Peoples in 
Settler Nations 

• Indigenous 
Spiritualities 

• Gender in World 
History 

• European Expansion 
1500-1800 

• Music of the World 

No names specifically 
associated with these 
courses. 

 
N/A 
 

Australian National 
University 

N/A N/A N/A While there is not course on 
offer on Africa, one name 
dominates commentary of 
Africa, this is “Dr Patrick 
Kilby”. To a lesser extent 
there is also Dr Dierdre 
Pearce who comments on 
East Africa region. 

 

Bond University N/A N/A N/A The word “Africa” or 
“African” appears in some 
bios of people who obtained 
their qualification in South 
African Universities of 
worked somewhere in 
Africa. 
 

N/A 
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Central Queensland 
University 

N/A N/A N/A The word “Africa” or 
“African” appears in the bio 
of an academic of African 
descent (Dr Michael 
Muchiri), but the focus of 
his work/ area of expertise/ 
research is not within the 
broader field of African 
studies 
 
 

 
N/A 
 
 

Charles Darwin 
University 

N/A N/A N/A There is some mention of 
‘Africa’ or ‘African’ from the 
research team from the 
Research Institute for 
Environment and 
Livelihoods. 

N/A 

Charles Sturt 
University 

N/A N/A N/A While there one active 
AFSAAP member, Dr 
Kiprono Langat, no course 
on Africa. 
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Curtin University N/A Anthropology 319 – 
South Africa –The 
Politics of Memory 

N/A Not much information is 
provided as to who is linked to 
this course. Also, it seems to 
be an outdated course, most 
likely to have been offered in 
2005.  

N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
Deakin University 

 
N/A 

 
none 

 
AIS302: Developed and 
Developing Worlds (third year 
undergraduate unit in 
Bachelor of International 
Studies) 
“Extensive use is made of 
case studies from various 
parts of the world… to more 
distant impoverished regions 
in Sub- Saharan Africa, …”. 

There are several scholars who 
have published 1 or more articles 
that used an African (as an 
example/ of a developing country or 
case study) in their field of work etc. 
(see for example: Louis de Koker; 
Greer Lamaro) 

Dr Samantha Balaton-Chrimes 
(former AFSAAP Secretary 2012-
2013), Lecturer (International 
Studies) sam.b@deakin.edu.au 
(PhD on Kenya – Winner of 
AFSAAp PG Prize, and recent 
fieldwork in Kenya – plus article in 
Citizenship Studies - 
‘Statelessness, identity cards and 
citizenship as status in the case of 
the Nubians of Kenya’  

 

 

 3 

mailto:sam.b@deakin.edu.au
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13621025.2014.865892%23.Uw_eFf2VvGI
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13621025.2014.865892%23.Uw_eFf2VvGI
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/13621025.2014.865892%23.Uw_eFf2VvGI


    
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Edith Cowan 
University 

 
 
 
 
 
 
N/A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
N/A 

- The Empire Talks Back: 
Postcolonial Voices 
(“Africa” is one of the regions 
of focus in the course) 

The word “Africa” or “African” 
appears in some bios of people 
who obtained their qualification in 
South African Universities or 
worked somewhere in Africa (e.g.: 
Jacques Oosthuizen, Ricks Allen) 

n/a 
 
 
 
 
 
 
n/a SPECIAL MENTION: Trevor Cullen:  Interest and in media coverage 

of HIV/AIDS stems from a ten-year period in Malawi (1981-1991), 
when he worked as a lecturer and broadcaster. Though his focus 
and publication is mainly in Asian countries, he has some books in 
the his field published about/in Malawi.  

Flinders University Dr Tanya Lyons • Africa on a Global 
Stage 

• Africa: International 
Interventions  

History’s Killing fields  tanya.lyons@flinders.edu.au 
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Griffith University1 

 
N/A 

 
N/A • Intercultural 

Understandings of 
Design 

• Cross-Cultural 
History 

 
 

The word “Africa” or “African” 
appears in some bios of people 
who obtained their qualification in 
South African Universities or 
worked somewhere in Africa (e.g.: 
Nigel Stork, Marise Lombard) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
James Cook 
University 

 
Dr Anne Schwarz 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Interests: African languages, in 
particular Gur and Kwa languages 
(see http://www2.hu-
berlin.de/gur_und_kwa_fokus) 
 

 
 
 
Anne.schwarz@jcu.edu.au 

Prof Roger RB 
Leakey 
(adjunct) 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Interest not in African studies per 
se, but has published research 
specific to several African countries 
 

 
rogerleakey@btinternet.com 

Dr Sivamalai, 
Sundram 

n/a n/a  
Staff homepage does not mention 
Africa except for a publication co-
authored by an Africanist: 
Nsubuga-Kyobe, Apollo 
 

 

Prof Paul Dirks 
 

n/a n/a Res interests: Tectonics and 
structure of the African plate and 
underlying mantle; Cave formation 
and distribution in relation to 
Hominin fossils in the Cradle of 
Humankind, South Africa;Evolution 
and sediment fill of the Zambezi Rift 

 
paul.dirks@jcu.edu.au 

1 Of interest: The African Mosaics Project: the project aims to provide people from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Ethiopia, Republic of Liberia, Burundi, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and 
Sudan with a place where they can describe their lives in Africa and influence how they are represented within our community. Contact: Bob Funnell (r.funnell@griffith.edu.au) 
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system  

Also worked extensively in 
Zimbabwe and S Africa 

A/Prof Bruce 
Gummow 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Research interests in: 
Environmental epidemiology, 
risk and decision analysis, 
zoonotic diseases, and 
related epidemiological and 
public health issues, have 
focused on South/ern Africa 
in  

bruce.gummow@jcu.edu.au 

 
The word “Africa” or “African” appears in some bios of people who obtained their qualification in South African Universities or worked somewhere in Africa (e.g. 
David Durrheim, Adjunct Prof: Previously the Director of Communicable Disease Control, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa; Rick Speare). There are also 
people whose focus is not on African studies but have published one or more articles using an African country as an example of a developing country. 

 
Victoria University 

 
Dr Charles 
Mphande 

 
• Contemporary Africa 

and Social Change 

   

LaTrobe University Dr Nicola Stern • African Archeology • Genocides and the 
Holocaust: Europe, 
Asia, Africa  

 n.stern@latrobe.edu.au 
  

Liz Dimmock • Worlds of the 
Pharaohs: The 
Archaeology of 
Ancient Egypt. 
 

 While Liz is a veteran in African 
issues, the LaTrobe website offers 
very little in terms of her profile. 

 
 
 
 

Dr Apollo 
Nsubuga-Kyobe  
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 

Res int include: Community 
Engagement, Migrant settlement; 
Cross-cultural management, 
Diversity management (with a 
specific focus on Africans in 

 
a.nsubuga-kyobe@latrobe.edu.au 
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AUstralia 

 
RMIT University Dr Jonathan 

Makuwira 
 
 

Contemporary Africa 
 
 
 

• Governance and 
Democracy in 
Developing 
Countries 

 jonathan.makuwira@rmit.edu.au 

Professor Jock  
McCullock 

 
N/A 

 
Health Issues in  
Development 

 jock.mcculloch@rmit.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
The University of 
Adelaide 
 

 
Dr Chika 
Anyanwu 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Res Int: Virtual African Diaspora, 
African Cinema 

 
chika.anyanwu@adelaide.edu.au 

Dr Judith 
Gomersall 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
- studied in S. Africa and published 
several works (in her field) on S. 
Africa/about the S. African 
experience, but bio does not 
specify interest specifically in 
African studies per se 

 
judith.gomersall@adelaide.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
The University of 
Melbourne 

Assoc Prof Simon 
Batterbury 

• Africa: Environment, 
Development, 
People 

 

   
simonpjb@ unimelb.edu.au  

Mr Christopher 
Robert Lesser 

• African Drum and 
Dance Ensemble 2 

 

   

Mr Ian Godfrey • African Drum and 
Dance Ensemble 1 

 

   

David Philips • South Africa Under    
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Apartheid: 1948-
1994 

University of New 
Castle 

  • Indigenous Health 
Around the World 

 

  

Macquarie 
University 

Centre for Middle 
East and North 
African Studies 

 

• Introduction to 
Coptic Art and 
Archaeology 

• Egypt in the First 
Millennium  

• Monasticism in 
Egypt  

• Voices from Coptic 
Egypt    

• The Art and 
Archaeology of 
Coptic Monasticism    

• Early Christianity in 
Egypt    

• Monasticism in Late 
Antique Egypt: Texts 
and Documents 

 These courses focus on one 
country, Egypt. However, I could 
not identify these with a particular 
person. 

 

Monash University 
(South Africa) 
 
 

Dr Victor 
Ojakorotu 
 
 

• Africa in the modern 
world 

 
 

• Contemporary 
Worlds (1 & 2) 

  

Graeme Smith • African music: 
Musical change, 
social change and 
performance. 

 

•    

Murdock University 
 

N/A N/A N/A   

Queensland Professor James N/A N/A Professor Dale is undertaking  
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University of 
Technology 
 

Dale  research on Biofortification of 
Ugandan bananas. 

Southern Cross 
University 

N/A N/A N/A   

Swinburne 
University of 
Technology 

Dr Soma Pillay N/A N/A “Her research interest are in 
“Governance Issues in Developing 
Countries” 
 

sopillay@swin.edu.au 
 
 
 

Associate 
Professor 
Kwamena 
Kwansah-Aidoo 

N/A N/A Among his research interest are: 

 African media 
 Communication research 

in African 

 
KKwansah@groupwise.swin.edu.au 
 
 

 
University of 
Ballarat 

N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

University of 
Canberra 

N/A N/A N/A The University of Canberra has a 
Centre for Customs and Excise 
Studies based in Nairobi. It is 
managed by Mr Creck Buyonge. 
However, no courses with an 
African flavour appear on the 
University’s website. 

 

 
The University of 
New England 
 

Dr Rebecca 
Spence 
 

 
n/a Post-Conflict Justice and 

Reconciliation Processes 
 

 
Reconciliation processes in 
Bougainville, Northern Ireland and 
South Africa; Peace building in 
post-conflict situations 

 
rspence1@une.edu.au 

Dr Charles 
Kivunja 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Res Int: leadership and its impacts 
on multigrade pedagogy and 
practice in African contexts, 
particularly in Zambia, Uganda, 
Kenya and South Africa. 
 

 
ckivunja@une.edu.au 
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The word “Africa” or “African” 
appears in some bios of people 
who obtained their qualification in 
South African Universities or 
worked somewhere in Africa (e.g. 
Stephen Glover) 
 

 

 
The University of 
NSW 

n/a n/a Sound, Society & Self in 
World Music; 
Comparative 
Management Systems 

n/a n/a 

Ms Beth Goldblatt 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
South African educated, and 
published in gender, disability and 
human rights in South Africa 
 

 
b.goldblatt@unsw.edu.au 

 
The University of 
Notre Dame 
 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
The word “Africa” or “African” appears in some bios of people who 
obtained their qualification in South African Universities or worked 
somewhere in Africa (e.g. Ms Sheena McChlery) or are South 
African migrants who do not necessarily have an ongoing interest in 
African studies, but may have published some works focusing on 
Africa (e.g Brent Scafidas; Vivienne Travlos; Dr Christina Van 
Staden; Alison Kirkman 
 
 

 
n/a 

 10 



 
 
 
 
 
The University of 
Queensland 

Assoc Prof John 
Asafu-Adjaye 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Topics: Environmental and natural 
resource economics, economic 
impact analysis, economic 
modelling, including computable 
general equilibrium (CGE) 
modelling. Economic and 
environmental policy analysis of 
African and Asia-Pacific economies 
including Ghana, Kenya, South 
Africa, Vietnam, Indonesia, 
Thailand, Malaysia, Fiji, Papua 
New Guinea and Brunei 
Darussalam. 
 

 
j.asafu-adjaye@economics.uq.edu.au 

 Associate 
Professor Eric 
Louw 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Res Int: Political Communication; 
South African political discourse. 
Louw has published widely in the 
areas of political communication, 
and the South African media. 

 
e.louw@uq.edu.au 

Dr Fernanda 
Claudio 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
African migrant health 
 

 
f.claudio@uq.edu.au 
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The University of 
South Australia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dr Denise Wood 

n/a 

 
 
 
 
n/a 

 
 
 
 
Undertaking collaborative research in South 
Africa with the Gauteng and Limpopo 
Province Education Departments. Also 
undertaking collaborative research with Dr 
Charles Kivunja (see above) which aims to 
adapt e-learning technologies for use in 
remote regional environments through the 
development of student-centred low threshold 
technology solutions for multigrade education 
in Sub-Saharan countries. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Denise.Wood@unisa.edu.au 

Dr 
Kathleen Heugh 
 

n/a 

 
n/a 

South African educated and published 
several works on the South African 
experience, in her field. Has undertaken 
large-scale studies on languages and literacy 
in education in sub-Saharan Africa for various 
development agencies and governments. 
Currently she works closely with colleagues 
in several universities and research 
organisations in South Africa, India, Europe 
and the USA; is interested in the education of 
minority and marginalised communities; and 
works towards disseminating research and 
expertise from the peripheries to the centre/s. 
Res Int: Language and literacy acquisition in 
diverse settings; first, second and foreign 
language teaching; Post-colonial debates on 
languages and citizenship 

 

 
Kathleen.Heugh@unisa.edu.au 

Dr Nina Evans 
 n/a 

 
n/a 

 
South African educated and published 
several works on the South African 

 
Nina.Evans@unisa.edu.au 
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The University of 
Southern 
Queensland 

n/a 
 
n/a World History Since 1500CE 

 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

experience, in her field. Res Int: Smal 
business management; Sustainability of small 
business in regional Australia; Organisational 
behaviour in the world of IT/IS; Women in 
ICT; Strategic Information Management and 
Knowledge Management; Corporate Social 
Responsibiltiy (CSR) 
 

Professor 
Pal Ahluwalia 
 

n/a 

 
n/a 

Res Int: African studies; Social and cultural 
theory; Postcolonial theory; Diaspora; Exile 
and migration 

 

 
Pal.Ahluwalia@unisa.edu.au 

Dr Ibrahima Diallo 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Res Int: Languages in-education in 
Francophone countries; Language policies 
and planning in French speaking Africa; The 
politics of languages in Africa; Language-in-
education and literacy 
 

 
Ibrahima.Diallo@unisa.edu.au 
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The University of 
SYdney 

Australia Africa 
Network 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
The mission of the Australia Africa Network 
is to promote interdisciplinary research, 
teaching and training on topics related to 
Africa. The Network brings together a 
professional group within the University of 
Sydney that can provide expertise on 
African issues to policy makers, non-
governmental organisations and the 
business community. The Network hopes to 
establish the University of Sydney as the 
leading institution in Australia for the 
expansion of Australia’s re-engagement in 
Africa. 
 

 
Contact: Dr. Nesrin Varol 
nesrin.varol@sydney.edu.au 

 
The Centre for 
Continuing 
Education 

Ancient Sudan: Kingdom of 
the Black Pharaohs 
 

Plagues, Calamities, and 
Empires: World History 1300-
1700  

 

The Centre Runs a few courses on Africa 
(including “tour courses” such as: Kenya, 
Tanzania and Zanzibar: A Photographic 
Safari) 

 

 
The Africa expert 
group 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Details of members attached 
 

 
Chair: Joel Negin 
joel.negin@sydney.edu.au 
 

 
Dr Virginia 
Mapedzahama 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
New African diaspora identities, African 
migrant nurses, skilled African migrant 
subjectivities, 
African women and Work 
 

 
virginia.mapedzaham@sydney.e
du.au 

 
University of 
Tasmania 
 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
n/a The word “Africa” or “African” appears in 

some bios of people who obtained their 
qualification in South African Universities or 
worked somewhere in Africa (e.g. 

 
n/a 
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Assoc/Prof Greg Dicinoski; Dr James 
Roberts-Thomson) or may have published 
1 or more works using an African country  
as a case study, but without an ongoing 
interest in broader African studies (e.g. 
Ranjan Ray) 

 
 
University of 
Technology 
Sydney 
 

Dr Pierre 
Mukheibir 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
PhD drew on a case study of a small town 
in South Africa, to demonstrate that the 
consequence of climate change impacts on 
water resources is an economic issue when 
it comes to meeting projected water 
demand and ensuring access to basic 
water supplies. Has published in this area. 

 
Pierre.Mukheibir@uts.edu.au 

n/a n/a n/a A significant portion of the search results 
with the word Africa or African actually 
came from articles in the UTS newsroom 
(university newsletter/paper) about: 1) 
experiences of students (and staff) who 
have been to African or announcing that a 
student is going to Africa in some 
volunteering capacity 2) international 
students “stories” that include those of 
students from an African country, or citing 
the student’s comment about an “African 
issue” 2 
 

n/a 

 
University of the 
Sunshine Coast 
 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
n/a The word “Africa” or “African” appears in 

some bios of people who obtained their 
qualification in South African Universities or 
worked somewhere in Africa (e.g. Associate 

 
kathy.lynch@usc.edu.au 

   

2 In fact this is the case with most results from the majority of universities I re/searched. The focus seems to be on the benevolent volunteer work that students and stuff are doing (work being 
‘done’ in Africa), not much “expertise” at all on “African Studies” broadly defined!   
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 Professor Kathy Lynch- has some 
publications on African siuation in her field, 
and also is a reviewer on the National 
Research Foundation (South Africa  
 

 
 
University of 
Wollongong 
 
 

Dr. Tony Simoes 
da Silva 
 

 
n/a 

 
Black Writing from Africa, the 
US and the Caribbean 

 
Res int: Anglophone Postcolonial writing 
and Postcolonial Theory; Postcolonial life 
writing (particular emphasis on African and 
Caribbean texts); Twentieth century 
literature (Africa, Australian; British; US); 
Diasporic identities; Globalisation; Trauma, 
Politics and literature; Displacement and 
literature, especially refugees and writing; 
Lusophone African writing and culture 
 

 
tonys@uow.edu.au 

  

 
 
The University of 
Western Australia 
 
 

Dr Andrea 
Emberly 
 

n/a n/a Ph.D. in ethnomusicology focused on the 
musical cultures of childhood in Venda and 
Pedi cultures in Limpopo, South Africa. 
Published in this area 

andrea.emberly@uwa.edu.au   

Assoc/Prof 
Robert Faulkner 

n/a n/a Zimbabwean marimba, mbira, dance and 
song. Published in this area 
 

robert.faulkner@uwa.edu.au 

 
Dr. Paul 
Huddleston 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

 
Ghana's Oil Palm Industry 

 
paul.huddleston@uwa.edu.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
University of 
Western Sydney 

 

Dr Manisha Dayal 

 
n/a 

 
n/a 

South African educated, published in/about 
South Africa in her field (Forensic 
anthropological standards; Age estimation 
from skeletal remains, etc) 

 
m.dayal@uws.edu.au 

  

Associate 
Professor Paulin 
Djite 

 
n/a 

 
n/a Res Int: Language policy and planning; 

Language-in-education planning; Language 
and development (includes African focus) 

 
Email not available 
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 Gavin Ramsay 

 
 

 
n/a 

 
n/a Has lived and worked in Zimbabwe and 

Swaziland and published in the area of rural 
development and Learning systems in 
community development in Africa 

 
g.ramsay@uws.edu.au 

 
 
Notes (to remember) for paper:  

1) While the searches for Africa or African on the university websites returned a significant number of hits, much of the results were irrelevant for this project: ranged from: books in 
libraries to “migrant stories” to volunteer work/ projects being done in Africa. 

2) Research students not included in search as most universities do not have “proper” homepages for candidates. 
3) Search did not ‘pick up’ some of the names/ people included on/in the “AFSAAP African Experts clickable map (some “experts” are not academics) 
4) Some academics  (AFSAAP members) do not seem to have homepages (even a search with their names does not return a hit for a university homepage with details of their 

academic work). 
5) Quality of the research included here: i.e when they use an African study only as an exemplar??? 
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