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AFSAAP Newsletter – March 2016

Afsaap Annual Conference 2016
“Africa: Moving the Boundaries” 5-7 December 2016 at St Catherine’s College,
The University of Western Australia.

Hosted by the University of Western Australia Africa Research Cluster.

The UWA Africa Research Cluster and local organising committee are calling for the submission of paper and 
panel abstracts for the 39th annual conference of the African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific 
(AFSAAP). Located in Perth, Australia’s “Gateway to Africa”, and set amidst the stunning surroundings of UWA’s 
Crawley campus on the Swan River, the conference will be an opportune moment to share critical ideas, engage 
and network with colleagues and research students, and further advance African Studies in our region. The 
2016 conference theme, Africa:

Moving the Boundaries, is designed to inspire participants to explore how physical, social, creative and 
conceptual boundaries are being stretched, transcended, re-constructed, re-defined, critiqued and challenged 
by a range of historical and contemporary dynamics, forces, and ideas of relevance to Africa, Africans and 
African Studies. These might include migration and the evolution of transnational communities; theories, 
representations and narratives of African agency; new social and scientific technologies; evolving forms of 
social and political activism; grand projects of regional integration; and responses to critical development and 
environmental challenges. The conference keynote speaker will be confirmed in due course. To assist with 
organisation, the committee would appreciate if abstracts could be self-identified as speaking to up to three 
of the following ten thematic streams: Politics, Law & International Relations • History & Heritage • Literature, 
Culture & the Arts • Science & Technology • Human & Sustainable Development • Gender • Societies, Identities 
& African Diasporas • Education & Research • Economics & Business • Geography, Environment & Resources •

Abstracts due by May 30th 2016.
A more detailed call for papers will be available soon on AFSAAP’s Website
http://afsaap.org.au/conference/perth-2016/ 
Inquiries Dr. David Mickler  afsaap2016@afsaap.org.au
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Love Being African Gathering

The inaugural Love Being African Gathering will be held at the University of Queensland in Brisbane, Australia 
between the 1st and 3rd of April 2016. An Australia first, it will bring together 200 African students and young 
professionals from around Australia and abroad. The three-day conference program will provide a platform 
for presentations, discussion and workshops aimed at personally and professionally developing young 
Africans. Some core themes include, passion, personal branding, entrepreneurship, leadership, pathways and 
goal setting. Further details available from www.lovebeingafrican.com

Women in the African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP)

Read the comment by AFSAAP President Tanya Lyons Published in The Research Magazine of the New 
Zealand Political Studies Association (NZPSA) December 2015

See page 5 for the PDF –  see www.nzpsa.com for the full Magazine and details of NZPSA.

Digitisation of African collections in Australia and New Zealand

In October 2014, AFSAAP announced on its website that the African Digitisation Project had commenced 
with a $10,000 seeding grant from AFSAAP. (see  http://afsaap.org.au/2014/10/africa-digitisation-project/ for 
details of this project).

Stage 1 of the Project is now completed. There are almost 7000 photographs (35 mm colour transparencies) 
of African collections at the Australian Museum (Sydney), Museum of Victoria (Melbourne), South Australian 
Museum (Adelaide), Tasmanian Museum (Hobart), Queen Victoria Museum (Launceston, Tasmania), James 
Cook University Material Culture Research Unit (Townsville - objects on loan from the Queensland Museum 
and University of Queensland Anthropology Museum, Brisbane), Canterbury Museum (Christchurch, NZ) and 
Otago Museum (Dunedin, NZ).

Dr Kivubiro Tabawebbula scanned most of the images between September and December 2014. Between 
March and August 2015, Charles Gabrieel (SAM volunteer) checked all the scanned images ensuring 
correct registration numbers were applied to each image and filed the original transparencies in archivally-
appropriate sleeves. The photographs of the Canterbury Museum collections were found later and scanned 
by Charles in November-December 2015.

Stages 2 to 6 of the Project will require significant funding over three years to complete the photography of 
collections not already photographed (probably bringing the number of objects to 10,000), to link museum 
registration data to the images, and to create a website (as a part of the AFSAAP website) that enables the 
dataset to be searched by ‘kind of object’ and by geographical location based on a Google Earth search 
protocol (see www.uscngp.com and go to ‘Dataset’ for an example). The grant would also provide for a PhD 
candidate to utilise the dataset for a thesis on an aspect of African material culture.

ARC-Linkage projects require financial contributions (at least one-third of the total budget) from ‘Industry 
Partners’ which could include the South Australian Museum, resource companies working in Africa, and
other sponsors.

Please contact the AFSAAP President president@afsaap.org.au if you would like to partner with the SA 
Museum and AFSAAP and sponsor this important project.
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The completed project would provide a form of access to objects of cultural heritage for Africans in Africa 
as well as overseas, especially in Australia and New Zealand. Students and scholars working with African 
collections could use the dataset for research, to identify objects lacking documentation, to prepare 
exhibitions and for publications.Below are nine objects, one from each collection.

Submitted by Barry Craig, South Australian Museum 
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E50950 Australian Museum. Women’s secret 
society Bundu mask, Sierra Leone/Liberia border 
area. Acquired by exchange, 1943.

X50970 Museum Victoria. Bark cloth, ‘NW 
Africa’. Donated by Miss M. Steele 1963.

L75-3-44 (QM - E13.146.2) Material Culture Research 
Unit, JCU (Qld Museum). Gown (riga) (detail), Hausa 
people, Sehandi, Ghana. A.C. Walkdon, 1976?

L79-4-147 (UQAM – 9621) Material Culture Research 
Unit, JCU (UniQld Anthrop.Museum) Headrest, ‘Bantu, 

Tanganyika’, C of E ABM, 1960s.
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1956-46-4-13 QVM, Launceston. 
Sandals, Zululand. Mrs O.B. Brown.

M1469 Tasmanian Mus., 
Hobart. Carved figure, Central 
Africa. A.J. Taylor 1922.

A41812 South Aust. 
Museum. Brass plaque, 

Benin. Probably W.D. 
Webster or J.C. Stevens 

via gift of Sir William 
Ingram, 1899.

E57-76 & E57-85 Otago 
Museum, Dunedin.

1977-121 Canterbury Mus., Christchurch. Gelede 
mask, Adigbologe compound, Abeskuta. Nigeria. Ron 
O’Reilly, collected 1964-66 at Ibadan, donated 1982.
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News Items 
Women in the African Studies Associa on of Australasia and the Pacic (AFSAAP)  

Dr. Tanya Lyons, University of Flinders 

The African Studies Associa�on of Australasia and 
the Pacic (AFSAAP) was established in 1978 by Aus-
tralian and New Zealand academics to provide a fo-
rum for scholars conduc�ng research on African is-
sues. As a symbol linking Africanists across the Tas-
man, the Benin Bronze statues that are held at both 
the Canterbury Museum in Christchurch and the 
South Australian Museum in Adelaide were thus 
chosen as the associa�on’s logo.  

Over the last 38 years, there have been 14 presi-
dents of this associa�on and three of them have 
been female academics – the late Prof. Cherry 
Gertzel of Flinders University (1982-86), Dr. Fernan-
da Claudio of University of Queensland  (2010-11), 
and myself, Dr. Tanya Lyons of Flinders University 
(2012-present). While there have been fewer wom-
en presidents, women have presided over the asso-
cia�on for over a third of its existence.  

Even as we may want to celebrate the role of wom-
en in leading African Studies in this region (no�ng 
also that Gertzel, Lyons and Helen Ware have, be-
tween them, shared the role as editor of AFSAAP’s 
journal, the Australasian Review of African Studies 
for 36 volumes), we need to acknowledge that the 

associa�on has had even fewer Africans serving in 
execu�ve roles, despite the majority of members 
being African. 

Cri�cs who no�ced the current AFSAAP Execu�ve’s 
pale complexions a�er the associa�on’s elec�ons at 
its annual general mee�ng should step up to volun-
teer to serve on this execu�ve commi�ee in the fu-
ture.  As the number of African-Australians and Afri-
can-New Zealanders increases due to humanitarian 
rese�lement schemes, more are entering the ter-
�ary sector, and many are also researching on Afri-
can issues in the diaspora and in Africa.  These re-
searchers need to be embraced and supported by 
their universi�es and encouraged to go on in the 
academy, and thus be in a posi�on to take on the 
demanding but rewarding task of volunteering for a 
professional academic associa�on.  

AFSAAP aims to promote African Studies in this re-
gion and has focused on issues of social jus�ce, 
equality and democracy, and libera�on for all peo-
ples through intellectual debate and discussion at its 
annual conferences held in Australia and New Zea-
land.  The fact that women have kept this associa-
�on going over 38 years really should be celebrated!  

Women In Interna onal Security Aotearoa New Zealand  
Dr. Anna Powles, Massey University 

Women In Interna�onal Security (WIIS) is a global 
network advancing women's leadership in the elds 
of interna�onal peace and security across 47 coun-
tries. I was a member of WIIS Canberra while pursu-
ing my doctorate at the Australian Na�onal Univer-
sity, and a leading gure in WIIS Canberra was the 
late but indomitable Coral Bell – o�en referred to as 
the grandmother of interna�onal rela�ons and one 
of my role models. When I returned to New Zealand 
in 2013 a�er seven years of working in Timor Leste, 
I was struck by the absence of women in New Zea-

land’s ‘interna�onal security’ arena, which was not 
because of an actual lack of terric women interna-
�onal rela�ons scholars and prac��oners.  

I established the New Zealand affiliate of Women in 
Interna�onal Security (WIIS NZ) on Interna�onal 
Woman’s Day in March 2014 in response to this. 
WIIS NZ is generously hosted by the Centre for De-
fence and Security Studies at Massey University. 
Over the past two years, WIIS NZ’s advocacy focus 
has been on the development of New Zealand’s Na-
�onal Ac�on Plan (NAP) for the implementa�on of  


