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AFSAAP 41st Annual Conference 2018 Conference 
Africa in Transition: Governance, Society and Culture 
University of New South Wales (UNSW), Sydney, 
November 21st – 23rd 2018
 
IMPORTANT REMINDER: 
*** AFSAAP ANNUAL CONFERENCE 2018 REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN ***

Registration for the AFSAAP Annual Conference 2018 running under the theme “Africa in Transition: 
Governance, Society and Culture” is now open. The African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific 
(AFSAAP) called for proposals for pre-organized panels, roundtables, thematic conversations and individual 
papers for its 41st annual meeting to be held at UNSW, Sydney from November 21st to November 23rd 2018. 
All conference participants must register and pay for the conference. The online registration portal outlines 
the fees associated with the conference as well as a simplified process of paying online. All fees include 3 Day 
Conference fee and AFSAAP membership for 2019. For further details, including the terms and conditions, 
please visit the conference registration page here.
 

JOIN AFSAAP Today for 2019

If you are unable to attend the AFSAAP 2018 conference, don’t forget to Please RENEW your AFSAAP 
Membership Today. The African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP) is in its 40th 
Year and looks forward to your ongoing membership and subscription. AFSAAP publishes its journal the 
Australasian Review of African Studies in June and December each year and sends out a monthly newsletter 
with relevant information to those interested in African Studies generally. AFSAAP has 40 years worth of 
conference proceedings, now archived. AFSAAP also hosts an annual conference. Please see the latest AFSAAP 
news at www.afsaap.org.au and you can also follow on Twitter @AFSAAP and Facebook. 

AFSAAP is a Not For Profit Association and depends upon your memberships to achieve this. Please RENEW 
your AFSAAP Membership Today. Membership fees are very modest. You might like to also review the 
Opportunities for AFSAAP Members.

Facebook Twitter Website

The African Studies Association
of Australasia and the Pacific
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AFSAAP EXECUTIVE 2019 – NOMINATIONS NOW OPEN
As normal, all office bearing positions of the African Association of Australia and the Pacific (AFSAAP) will 
be declared open at the AGM November 23rd, 11am at UNSW during the 2018 Conference. All AFSAAP 
members are invited to attend the AGM and also nominate for one of the positions:

• President
• Vice-President
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Postgraduate Representative(s)
• ARAS Journal Editor
                                                                                                                                
Please see full details including position descriptions are detailed on the website

ARAS Editorial Team – Expressions of Interest 2019-2021

Nominations are sought for the position(s) of Editor and Co-editor for the Australasian Review of African 
Studies (ARAS), the official journal of the African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP). 
The term of office is usually three years. See Details Here.  

ANNOUNCEMENTS

South Australian Events

Invitation: Women Researching in Africa: an afternoon of African Studies

Call for papers: Women Researching in or on Africa are invited to present their research at this forthcoming 
afternoon of African Studies in Adelaide.  All themes will be considered. 
When: Thursday 1 November 2018 
Time: 1 pm to 5 pm
Where: Flinders University, 182 Victoria Square, Adelaide, Level 10
1 – 4 pm: Seminar by women researching in or on Africa 
4 pm: Book launch of Women Researching in Africa - The Impact of gender followed by light refreshments 
Keynote speakers – Ruth Jackson (Deakin University) and Max Kelly (Deakin University).
Please send a short synopsis of your research to Ruth, Max or Tanya – by 30 September 2018
r.jackson@deakin.edu.au   /   max@deakin.edu.au   /   tanya.lyons@flinder.edu.au
Attendance is free, but please RSVP Tanya for catering purposes: RSVP: tanya.lyons@flinders.edu.au
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Western Australian Events

Panel Discussion: “Conflict in the Sahel: Identifying and mitigating its impact on mining activities” 
The Sahel is the arid region stretching across northern Africa, dividing the Sahara desert to the north from 
Africa’s tropical regions. From Mauritania to Somalia, it spans over 6,000 km and covers some 3 million sq.km. 
The objective of this panel discussion is to assess the present situation, perceive any potential for assisting in a 
positive change, and especially generate a reflective examination by our mining fraternity who are stakeholders 
in the development of the Sahel.
Date: Thursday 30 August
Time: 14:00 – 15:30
Venue: Boardroom, Conference level, Pan Pacific Hotel
RSVP before 20 August: KateB@paydirt.com.au 
Session moderator: Dr Max de Vietri
Panel participants: It is intended that contrary and maybe controversial perspectives will be voiced by the 
panel which will consist of five professionals;
     
1. The CEO of a mining company in the Sahel: John Welborn, Resolute Mining
2. A lawyer dealing with conflict issues: Bertrand Montembault, HSF
3. A UN peacekeeper: Seth Appiah-Mensah, United Nations Support to AU
4. A researcher on socio-religious issues: Muhammad Dan Suleiman, UWA
5. A leader in an African professional association: David Kamara, APA

*PLEASE NOTE, attendance is complimentary, but RSVP is essential. If you do not RSVP for the symposium, you 
will not be granted access.
 
Further enquiries for the session please contact:
max.devietri@africangeopolitics.com 
    
Panel discussion and Q&A with visiting journalists from Africa: The media in Africa <> Africa in the media
The UWA Africa Research & Engagement Centre (AfREC) and UWA Media and Communications discipline 
group in partnership with the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade invites you to a special Australia Africa 
Week 2018 panel discussion and Q&A with a visiting delegation of journalists from Ethiopia, Ghana, Mauritius, 
Nigeria, South Africa, Uganda and Zimbabwe. The panel will explore the nature of contemporary journalism 
and media dynamics across Africa as well as consider media representations of ‘Africa’ and ‘Africans’. 10am-
12pm, Wednesday 29 August 2018 Conference Room (ECON 373), Old Economics & Commerce Building Level 3 
via stairs or lift, UWA Crawley Campus Map: http://www.web.uwa.edu.au/contact/map?id=2383
Limited places - to attend, please RVSP by 28 Aug to david.mickler@uwa.edu.au

The Idea of Peace Parks in Africa
Report on the Public Lecture on ‘The Idea of Peace Parks in Africa’, held at the University of Western 
Australia, August 2018.
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‘The Idea of Peace Parks in Africa’ was the theme of a well-attended public lecture at UWA on 23 August by 
Professor Maano Ramutsindela (Department of Environmental and Geographical Science, University of Cape 
Town) and UWA Institute of Advanced Studies Visiting Fellow. Prof. Ramutsindela gave a most interesting talk 
on the origins, features and applications of peace parks, chiefly in Southern Africa. He analysed how “the idea 
of peace parks was developed, and how it took root on various sites in twenty-first century Africa. … The idea of 
peace parks gained legitimacy by assembling together environmental issues, archaeological findings, segments 
of colonial histories, post-independence development challenges, and local and global aspirations into a meta-
discourse of peace and development. This discourse also chimed with pan-Africanism and decolonial thinking.” 
A lively and productive discussion ensued, chaired by interim director of the new UWA African Research and 
Engagement Centre, Dr David Mickler.
By Peter Limb, Perth (President – AFSAAP)

New South Wales Events

Seminar on: ‘The Crusades in Africa: Imaginings and Encounters’
Presenter: Prof Megan Cassidy-Welch (University of Queensland)
Crusading was an activity that took place all around the Mediterranean world and northern Europe. Still, relatively 
little attention has been paid to encounters with Africa during the long history of these religious wars. In this talk 
I look at both encounters with and imaginings of Africa by crusaders from the 12th to 14th centuries. From Egypt 
and north Africa to the Christian kingdoms of Nubia, medieval crusaders did not just think of worlds south of the 
Mediterranean as fantastical landscapes of otherness against which normative ideas about faith and race could be 
articulated. Crusaders increasingly encountered these worlds as instructive, challenging, fruitful and potentially 
useful in the increasingly difficult challenge of holy war. Looking at textual, visual and material sources for the 
crusades in Africa reminds us that crusading was never solely a ‘western European’ phenomenon but must be 
understood as a reflection and product of a multiplicity of places and peoples, encounters and imaginings.
When: Wednesday, 24 October 2018
Where: University of Sydney
Time: 1600hrs – 1730hrs
More details here.

Other Announcements

Call for Papers: African Literature Today @50 (Deadline: 30th September)

African Literature Today (ALT) was born during this era of uncertainties and construction/reconstruction. In its half 
a century of existence, it has played leading roles in providing channels for propagating and nurturing imaginative 
creativity and its criticism on the African continent and beyond. African Griot / ALT at 50 invites you to submit 
papers by 30th September. Further details here.
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Democracy in Africa: Call for writers

Interested in writing on Africa? ‘Democracy in Africa’ (DIA) is looking for writers. More info on the website
  

Prominent African Studies Figures in Australasia and New Zealand

Habari this month launches a new series featuring prominent African studies figures.
 

Peter Limb, AFSAAP president, spoke to AFSAAP postgraduate representative Henrike Hoogenraad on African 
studies today and his experiences in the field. He is Emeritus Professor, Michigan State University (where he 
received the University Distinguished Faculty award) and Research Fellow at the University of the Free State 
Gender and Africa Studies Centre. He grew up in Perth, was active in anti-apartheid and African support 
movements, and received his Ph.D. at University of Western Australia (early mentors were Pen Hetherington and 
Norman Etherington) on relations between African nationalism and labour movements. He publishes widely on 
history, journalism, digitization, cartoon studies, archives and anti-apartheid movements. His eleven books include 
The People’s Paper: A Centenary History & Anthology of Abantu-Batho (Johannesburg, 2012), Autobiography 
& Selected Works of A.B. Xuma (interview) and A Shared History: The ALP, the ANC & Australian Anti-Apartheid 
Movement (2012). His latest book, Taking African Cartoons Seriously (with Teju Olaniyan) arrives in October. Dr 
Limb also serves on editorial boards for the Oxford Online Encyclopedia of African History, Historia and Review of 
African Political Economy. Current research includes a book with Chitja Twala on black political history in the Free 
State. He co-hosts the popular scholarly podcast series Africa Past & Present.
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“The highlight of my career”, he told Habari, “is surely to see the appearance of publications by ex-students (such 
as Leslie Hadfield, Nokuthula Cele, and Jill Kelly). Also rewarding has been working on partnerships with African 
universities in ways that put them first, and ‘giving back’ to African studies in such capacities on serving on the 
Herskovits Award committee for the best book in African studies, co-chairing the action-oriented Association of 
Concerned African Scholars, and coordinating the African Activist and World Newspaper Archives to build new 
repositories for future scholars”. His advice to postgraduates is to “listen as carefully as possible to African voices, 
and never lose faith in your thesis”.

Looking ahead, Dr. Limb feels “The future of African studies in Australia looks quite promising with substantial 
demographic growth in the African Australian community laying a foundation for future interest in the continent, 
despite obvious funding neglect over the decades. The launch this August of a new African Research and 
Engagement Centre at UWA, the coming together of a splendid AFSAAP conference at UNSW in November, and 
imminent launch of a new scholarship for postgrad. women in African studies all augur well for growth. There 
have been recent academic appointments in fields such as African languages and music, giving depth, visiting 
fellows coming from Africa, and engagements with African universities by Australian networks. It would be timely 
for AFSAAP and other interested parties to press government and other players to take Africa more seriously. 
Africanists, with their experience and knowledge of Africa, dedication, and ethical commitment have much to give 
to African scholarship and to Australian-African relations more generally.”
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