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AFSAAP Conference Program and Abstracts now 
available on 2014 AFSAAP Conference website
(Nov 25-26 University of Otago) http://afsaap.org.au/conference/conference-2014/ 
An updated program and list of abstracts of papers being presented at the forthcoming AFSAAP 
Conference – Africa: Diversity and Development can be found here - http://afsaap.org.au/conference/
conference-2014/ (scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the link).  Hope to see you all there.

AFSAAP AGM
The AFSAAP Annual General Meeting will be held on November 26th at the University of Otago, 
Dunedin, NZ, as part of the annual AFSAAP conference. The following nominations have been received 
for AFSAAP Executive Positions – President, Tanya Lyons - Vice-President, Alec Thornton, and Treasurer, 
Jean Burke, Postgraduate Representative, Aime Saba.  There haven’t been any nominations yet for 
Secretary yet, so please nominate if you are willing to be part of a dynamic team of African Studies 
enthusiasts. Email all nominations to secretary@afsaap.org.au prior to the AGM, or raise your 
hand on the day.

Celebrate African Australians 
Award ceremonies are being held in each state – check out the link here to find the dates and venues 
for your  closest event. http://www.celebrateafricanaustralians.org/2014-awards-time-table. South 
Australian AFSAAP members interested in attending are encouraged to contact AFSAAP President Dr. 
Tanya Lyons – president@afsaap.org.au to coordinate a group booking ($77 per head). Members in 
other states can also coordinate a group booking by connecting via twitter or facebook or email
with AFSAAP.

AFSAAP Member Sam Wilkins is now at Oxford University doing a PhD in politics, focusing on 
the 2016 election in Uganda. He will be undertaking ethnographic fieldwork for about six months in 
July/August. Sam is taking a break from managing our newsletter and website, and we welcome in his 
place Bec Stevens from Earthling Delights Graphic Design as his replacement. Bec has also designed 
the new front cover of the journal ARAS, and assists AFSAAP with other design tasks, like conference 
bags and banners. Thanks Bec!
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Ebola
The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade has up to date information on travel advice to and from 
African countries affected by the outbreak of Ebola see. http://smartraveller.gov.au/zw-cgi/view/
TravelBulletins/Ebola

Australia Award scholars from African countries returning home soon can contact the Scholarships and 
Alumni Branch of DFAT on scholarships@dfat.gov.au, if they have any concerns about Ebola.

The Department of Immigration and Border Protection has some further information about the threat 
of Ebola on their website at  http://www.immi.gov.au/allforms/health-requirements/threats-public-
health.htm, however, this information (which was accessed on 29 October) was already outdated, 
and superseded by the announcement in the media (on the 28th October) that “Immigration 
Minister Scott Morrison has suspended temporary visas from countries dealing with the crisis … 
The Government had also imposed extra measures on permanent visa holders coming to Australia. 
He said 47 permanent residents who were in the affected areas would have to undergo a 21-day 
quarantine period before entering Australia.” (sourced from http://www.abc.net.au/news/2014-10-
28/opposition-wants-reasons-behind-ebola-immigration-crackdown/5846260)

Still interested in Africa? Yes indeed! Reflections 
from Nikola Pijovic, Phd candidate, ANU.
Africa Down Under conference, Perth 3-5 September 2014

The Africa Down Under annual mining conference took place for the 12th time in Perth this 
September. The conference has been running since 2003 when it attracted roughly 100 attendees, 
and has over the years grown to become one of the largest mining conferences on Africa in the 
world, this year boasting over 20 African ministerial delegations, some 18 African resources 
ministers, and around 2000 delegates. As one of the speakers opening the conference noted, this 
event truly represents Africa’s week in Australia. To be honest, it is difficult for me to think of any 
other public event in Australia which would attract as many individuals interested in the African 
continent. I attended the conference as part of my PhD research and was graciously given a media/
complementary pass by the organizers which helped greatly in that I did not need to spend half of my 
PhD research budget on registering for the conference. Whilst many of the sessions were really about 
companies and governments selling themselves to investors, there were quite a few very interesting 
side events which focused on various issues such as raising capital for mining investments on Africa, 
the threat of Ebola and how industry and governments can work together in mitigating it, United 
Nations sanctions and extractive resources, or doing business in Francophone Africa. The real fun was 
walking around the exhibition booths or the lobbies of the hotels and bumping into African ministers 
or Australian diplomats in Africa. On the whole, one could say that as far as Australia’s high-level 
relations with Africa are concerned, outsides of the confines of a Commonwealth, G20, or Indian 
Ocean Rim Association summit, this event appears to be the only opportunity for Australian officials 
and politicians to engage with African delegations on Australian soil.  Overall, for someone studying 
Australia’s foreign policy towards Africa and not being overly interested in mining in Africa per se, 
the event was still a timely reminder of where the majority or perhaps currently most significant 
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Australian interests in Africa lie. Whether we agree with it or not, the current government’s emphasis 
on Economic Diplomacy with regards to Africa appears destined to be sustained by such business 
interests and possible private-public partnerships stemming from them. For those of us interested in 
the Australian government’s more enduring engagement with Africa it is encouraging to note that the 
Africa Down Under conference is taken very seriously by both African and Australian governments. 
This in turn provides one focal point around which more enduring relationships could be built.

Nikola Pijovic
Australian National University

Letter from the Addis Ababa – by Dr. Mellissa Phillips in the field.
Greetings from a place with a coffee culture to rival Melbourne - Addis Ababa; and at around 11 
Ethiopian birr for a macchiato (the equivalent of about fifty Australian cents) I can indulge my 
coffee cravings much more than I could ever afford to at university! It’s been quite a journey since 
completing my PhD at the University of Melbourne, working in Libya and now here in Ethiopia.
After finishing my PhD in 2013, I decided to return to the field (I’d previously worked in South 
Sudan between 2005 and 2009), taking up a position researching migration issues in Libya with the 
Danish Refugee Council. Libya has always been a destination for sub-Saharan migrants seeking work 
opportunities, and to a lesser extent a transit point for asylum seekers and refugees mainly originating 
from the Horn of Africa heading to Europe via the Mediterranean Sea. After the Revolution in 2011 
several NGOs had established a presence in the country to assist displaced persons as well as the 
many migrants and refugees affected by fighting who fled to neighbouring Tunisia. An oil-rich country, 
Libya had hardly needed NGOs and UN agencies during the Gadaffi era and therefore I’d expected to 
be greeted with suspicion and perhaps some hostility. But working with an incredible team of local 
staff, we were able to gain access to migrant detention centres, conduct training with authorities and 
even run a human rights training lecture series at the University of Tripoli. 
Insecurity and fighting between rival militias constrained everyone’s work and lives on a day to day 
basis, and we faced periods of power outages (in an oil exporting country) and even a water shortage 
when one militia  group in Southern Libya cut the water pipes servicing Tripoli as a protest measure. 
But this was balanced by shopping trips through the old souq (market), trips to the beach and visiting 
ancient ruins second only to Rome in Leptis Magna. As a researcher who thrives on being in the field 
talking to people, I gained unprecedented access to migrant communities who were hidden in the 
outer districts of Tripoli and conducted a survey of the migrant community in Libya, later published 
as a report (1). I was also able to conduct research (2)  on what is known in European circles as the 
‘Central Mediterranean’ route conducted jointly with another DRC-initiative, the Regional Mixed 
Migration Secretariat (3). Sadly the issue of people taking boats across the Mediterranean gained 
international attention when a boat sank in October 2013 and several hundred people died. Watching 
the reaction by European parliamentarians I was reminded of the similar reaction in the Australian 
parliament to multiple boats sinking in mid-2012 and hundreds of people losing their lives. It was all 
starting to feel a little too familiar.

I returned back to Australia in May 2014 excited to teach a subject on the Politics of Development 
in Africa (4). Credit to Sam Balaton-Chrimes and Bina Fernandez for putting up such an interesting 
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subject, one of very few Africa-focused courses on offer at the University of Melbourne. While the 
student enrolment numbers were modest, the enthusiasm for the course was fantastic and (apologies 
for the shameless plug) I’m delighted to announce it’ll be on offer in May 2015 as an intensive subject 
for students in the School of Social and Political Science AND those enrolled in the Executive Masters 
of Arts. If you want further information please let me know. Returning back home allowed me to wrap 
up a book project (5) with former ARC project colleagues and prepare for my role, with the Regional 
Mixed Migration Secretariat in Ethiopia.

Going against the direction of migrants heading to Europe, I am now researching mixed migration 
issues from the perspective of a country of origin, rather than transit site in Libya. Ethiopians are 
one of the largest group of migrants on the move both westward, towards Europe, and eastward to 
Djibouti and then across the Red Sea on to Yemen and Saudi Arabia. In late 2013 this phenomenon 
became a hot domestic issue when 160,000 Ethiopian workers were deported from Saudi Arabia back 
to Addis Ababa by plane with little warning or preparedness. Since then discussions have continued 
about the growing culture of migration in the country, what is being done to support returnees and 
how to discourage irregular migration. As in Australia, tension remains between destination countries 
who want to focus on so-called pull factors drawing people to Europe, the countries of origin and 
transit that struggle to contend with the pressures of out-migration and the lack of mechanisms to 
prosecute smugglers even when laws have been broken and international conventions breached. At a 
community and household level there is both incredible pressure to migrate, and families becoming 
indebted to pay for perilous journeys with no promise of success. Looking at this issue from Ethiopian 
perspective casts light on very different sides of the debate and challenges the very narrow focus 
of border control approaches and deterrence policies that dominant the Australian and, to a lesser 
extent, European discourse.

Like many parts of the world nearly everyone has a family member in Australia and there’s another 
familiar sight - the Ethiopian landscape includes lots of eucalyptus trees, introduced to Ethiopia from 
Australia. While being a field-based researcher does have its challenges, including contending with the 
day to day struggles that come with living in Africa, I’d highly recommend it for a change of scenery. 
It’s also nice to know that through ARAS I have a link to African-focused researchers in Australia. If 
anyone has fieldwork or holiday plans let me know and I’d be happy to show you around.

Dr. Melissa Phillips - phim@unimelb.edu.au

Links to References
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1. http://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/Danish%20Refugee%20Council%20
Report%20_%20Risking%20our%20Lives_Mixed%20Migrants%20in%20Libya_Dec%202013.pdf 

2. http://www.regionalmms.org/fileadmin/content/rmms_publications/Going_West_migration_
trends_Libya___Europe_RMMS.pdf 

3. http://www.regionalmms.org/index.php?id=2
4. https://handbook.unimelb.edu.au/view/2014/DEVT90049?output=PDF 
5. https://www.mup.com.au/items/138026
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https://www.mup.com.au/items/138026


AFSAAP Members – promote your area of expertise

Did you know that we have over 1000 AFSAAP members, but we need your permission to put your 
details and areas of expertise on our website. It is an OPT IN service – see  http://afsaap.org.au/
members/ Lets see if we can get at least one member listed for every African country and field 
of expertise listed.  So, please email your areas of expertise and summary of your research to 
secretary@afsaap.org.au and your details will be listed on the AFSAAP members webpages - http://
afsaap.org.au/members/

Thanks

AFSAAP President, Dr. Tanya Lyons.
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