
                                  ARAS Vol.36 No.2 December 2015 1

This issue of the
Australasian Review of African Studies 

is dedicated to 

Cherry Gertzel OA (1928– 2015)

Former Editor of the Australasian Review of African 
Studies; Founding member and former President of 

the African Studies Association of Australasia and the 
Pacific

For your inspiration and dedication to African 
Studies.



ARAS Vol.36 No. 2 December 20152

THE AUSTRALASIAN REVIEW OF AFRICAN STUDIES 
VOLUME 36 NUMBER 2 DECEMBER 2015

CONTENTS

Dedication 1

Obituary 4

Editorial

Reflections on Africa and African Studies: In Memory of Cherry 
Gertzel
Tanya Lyons, Jay Marlowe and Alec Thornton 8

Articles

Decoloniality in Africa: A Continuing Search for a New World Order
Sabelo J. Ndlovu-Gatsheni 22

‘The Diamond of Western Area is Land’: Narratives of Land Use and 
Land Cover Change in Post-conflict Sierra Leone
Solomon Peter Gbanie, Alec Thornton and Amy L. Griffin 51

Development, Witchcraft and Malawi’s Elite
Thomas McNamara 74

Lexical Borrowing from Arabic to Pular: Context and Features
Ibrahima Diallo 93

Spoken English does matter: Findings from an exploratory study to 
identify predictors of employment among African refugees in Brisbane
Aparna Hebbani and Megan Preece 110



                                  ARAS Vol.36 No.2 December 2015 3

Book Reviews

Juma Abuyi. African Men’s Experience in Australia: Resettlement 
Processes and the Impact of Service Provision.
Samuel Muchoki 130

Franklin Obeng-Odoom. Oiling the Urban Economy: Land, Labour, 
Capital, and the State in Sekondi-Takoradi, Ghana.
Thomas Antwi Bosiankoh 132

Isaac Bacirongo and Michael Nest. Still a Pygmy: A unique memoir of 
one man’s fight to save his identity from extinction.
Matthew Doherty 135

Crawford Young. The Postcolonial State in Africa: Fifty Years of 
Independence, 1960-2010.
Sam Wilkins 137


